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TO JONATWAN 




JUNE 


FricittN 


For pic, sonmer Vaca+ioh is fcasically a +Krce-fnoirv+K 


^oit+ -tri^. 





Uhfor+ohtt+cy, Mon’s i<ie(» o( +Kc ^cr/ec+ sonner 
Vrtca+ioh is (ii-ffcreh+ from nihc. 



Mom says i+’s ho+ "ha+oral” for a kid +o s+a^ 
ii^doors wKch i+’s sohh^ oi»+. X +cll Kcr +Ka+ X*m 
jos+ +^yi^^3 +0 ^ro+cc+ ny ski»% so X doh’+ look 
all wrihky wKeh X’m old like kcr, t>o+ sKe doesh’+ 
wah+ +0 Kcar i+. 

Mom kee^s +tyi*^3 +o 0e+ me +o do Some+Kih^ 
ou+side, like qo +o +Ke ^ool. Bo+ X s^eh+ +Ke 
■firs+ ^ar+ of +Ke summer a+ ny friend ^wle^’s 
pool, and +Ka+ didn’+ work ou+ so ^ood> 





'TVve lessoh X Icon^cd is +Krt+ some ^eo^le woh’+ 
+U>\k +wice dtot/i osih^ you, es^edrtlly wKeh 
+Kere’s <* couh+ry club ihVolveX 

Me <»h<J Rowley were be++er o^^ wi+Kou+ a ^rl 
boh^ih^ <»rouh(i, onywoy. VJe’re bo+K bocbelors <»+ 
+be morieh+, <»V\<i <Jurih^ +Ke sumrver i+’s be+ter 
+0 be ur»<»++<»c^eX 



«+ +Ke couh+ry club was s+ar+ih^ -l-o ^ dowh a 
li++le. Like sor>e+ir>es +Ke +er>i^era+ore ir\ +be 
sau»v* was a few (Je^rees +oo bo+, ahd ohe +irie 
+be poolsije waiter forgot to ^u+ ohe of +Kose 
little umbrellas in my fruit smoothie. 






X re^or+e<J <»ll my com^Uih+s +o Rowleys <i(»X 
Bt/+ for some reosoh Mr. Jeffcrsoh hevcr passed 
+V>em oh +0 +Ke clotKoose nana^er. 



VlKicK is kih<J of weird. Xf i+ was me wKo was 
^ayih^ for a cooh+ry clot) memtersKi^), X'd wah+ 
+0 make sore X was ge+tih^ my mohey’s wor+t\. 

Ai^yway, a li++le wKile la+er Rowley +old me Ke 
wash*+ allowed +o ihVi+e me +o Kis ^ool ahymore, 
wt»icK is fihe wi+t^ ME. Xm mocK Ka^^ier ihside 
my air-co»^i+iohed Koose, wKere X doh’+ KaVe +o 
check my soda cah for tees every +ime X 30 +0 







Besides, Us+ year X swore +o nyself +Ka+ X 
would heVer ^o tack +o +Ka+ place a^aih. A+ +Ke 
+owh pool you kave +o ^o ^krou^k +ke locker 
room before you cah ^ swimmirv^, ahd +Ka+ meahs 
walkiir^^ +Krou^K +Ke slower area, wKere ^rowr\ 
meh are soapih^ dowh ri^k+ ou+ ih +ke opeh. 




X’w ^rotxity lock^ X Qo t>lihX Seriously, 

X <Joh*+ sec wKy ^Aon ahd Pad to+Ker +o +ry 
ahd ^ro+ec+ nt •from Korror movies ar»d s+uff like 
•tKa+ if +Key Ve ^ohha expose me +o some+Kih^ 
al)ou+ a -tKousahd +imes worse. 

X really wisK Mom would s+o^ askih^ me +o ^o +o 
+Ke +owh ^ool, because every +ime sKe does, i+ 
^u+s images ir\ my mihd +K<»+ X’ve keeh "trying 
Kard +0 forget. 





VJell, vvow I’n DEFINITELY ih(ioors 

for +Ke res+ of sunr»er. lAon <» "Koose 
rnce+ihg l<»s+ ahj said mohey is +13^+ +Kis 
^tar ahd we carv'+ afford +0 ^o +0 +Ke tcacK, 
wKicK pieains r>o fanil^ Vaca+ioh. 

THAT reaiy s+lhks. I was ac+ualiy lookiri^ 
FORWARD +0 3oih^ +0 +Kc beacK +V>is surnmcr. 
Mo+ because I like +Ke oceah air\d +Ke sahd ahd 
all of +Ka+, because I doh’+. I realized a loh^ 
+ir>>e a^o +Ka+ all +Ke world’s fisK arid +ur+les ahd 
whales go +0 +Ke ba+Kroon rigK+ +Kere iri +Ke 
oceari. Arid I seen +0 be -t’Ke oril^ ^ersori wKos 
bo+Kered by +Kis. 




My tro+Kcr Ro<lrick likes +o +e<»se nt fcccause Ke 
+hihks I’ri afraid of +Ke waves. Bo+ X’ni +ellirv^ 
you, +Ka+’s lrv)+ i+ a+ all. 



Af'yway, X was lookih^ forward +o 3oiirv^ +o +Ke 
keacK Wause X*rn fivv»lly +all ehoo^k +o ^ Oh if* 
Crahiun SKaker, wKick is -^v’s really awesome ride 
+Ka+’s oh +Ke boardwalk. Rodrick’s i)eeh oh +Ke 
Crahiom SKaker a+ leas+ a Kvhdred +imes, ahd Ke 
says you cah+ call yourself a mah uh+il you ride i+. 




Hon SAi'd noyte i-f we "save our ^e^hics" we cAh 
twck +0 +Ke teacK hex+ year. 'TV»e'^ sKe said we’d 
s+ill do a lo+ of fuin s+uff as a -family ahd ohe day 
we ll look back oh +kis as +^e ''fces+ summer ever. ” 

Well, how X ohly Kave -Iwo +Kih^ +o look -forward 
+0 +kis Sommer. Ohe is ry tir+Kda^, ahd +Ke 
o+Ker is wkeh +Ke las+ ' Li’l Co+ie’’ comic rohs ih 
+Ke j>a^er. X doh’+ khow i-f X ever meh+iohed 
+Kis fcefore, fco+ "Li’l Co+ie ” is +Ke wors+ comic 
ever. Xj ^ive yoo ah idea of wLa+ X’m +alkih^ 
at)oo+, Lcre’s wLa+ rah ih +Ke ^a^er +oday — 



Daddy, is rain just God sweating? 




Bi(+ Kcrc’s +Ke E-veh +Koo^K X K«»+c Li’l 

Cu+ic/' X c<*h+ s+oj> myself from rcc»(iih^ i+, rthd 
pod c<»h+, ei+Kcr. X ^t^ess we jos+ like seeih^ 
Kow tod 1+ is. 





Bu+ X Qutss i^w +Krt+ +Ke real Li’l Cu+ie is all 
^rown 0^, Kis dads Kavih^ +roul>le cornih^ wi+K 
hew r»M»+erii»l. 



A cookie of weeks <»^o +ke ir^ews^a^er ohhootKed 
+Ka+ Bot Pos+ is re+inVi^ <»hd "t^e fi''v»l "Li l Co+ie" 
is l)e yirih+ed iy\ Ai'3»^s+. ^Ver since -t^en r« 

and Pad have keen coon+in^ down -tke days on+il 


+Le las+ comic runs. 



£> 



■ 


JLJ 

L 


VJKen +Ke las+ "Li’l Co+ie" comes 00+, me and Pad 
will Lave +0 +Krow a ^ariy, because some+Lin^ like 
+L<»+ deserves a serious celebra+ion. 



^veh +^oi/^K ne <»n<i Pe»<J see eye +o eye oh "Li'l 
Co+ie,” +Kerc are s+ill a lo+ of +Kih3S we to++ 
Keacis over. "TKe issue i>e-H/eeh us ri^K+ how is 
my slee^ scKeciule. Purih^ +Ke summer X like +o 
s+ay u^ all hi^k+ wa+ckih^ TV or playih^ video 
^mes ahd +Keh slee^ -fkrou^K -tke morhih^. Bu+ 
Pad ^+s kihd of trafcky i-f X’m s+ill ih feed wKeh 
ke ^e+s Kome from work. 



La+ely, Pad’s t>eeh callihg me a+ hooh +o make Sure 
X’hi ho+ s+ill asleep. So X keep a pkohe fcy my ted 
ahd use my tes+ wide-awake Voice wKeh ke calls. 


X +Kihk Pad’s Jealous tecause Ke kas +o ^ +o 
work wkile +ke res+ of us +o kick back ahd 
+ake i+ easy every day. 



Bo+ Ke’s ^ohh<» fee dll dl)ou+ i+, Ke 

sKooU Jus+ tccome d +edcKer or d s>v>w^low 
driver or KdVc ohe of +Kosc jots wKere you ^e+ 
+0 +dke sunners off. 

Mom’s ho+ redlly Kel^ih^ improve Pdd’s mood, 
ei+Ker. SKe cdlls Kim d+ work dt>ow+ fi\t iimes d 
ddy wi+K o^dd+es oh eVery+Kih^ +Kd+’s 3oih3 oh 
drot/hd +Ke Koose. 



Toesdd^ 

Pdd 30+ Mom d hew cdmcrd ^or Mo+Kcr’s Pdy, 
dhd Id+cy sKc’s tech +dkih3 lo+s of ^ic+orcs. X 
+Kihk i+s tecdose sKe /cels 3vil‘ly dl)oo+ ho+ 
kccpih3 0^ oh +Ke fdmily ^Ko+o dikoms. 



VlKeh ny oUcr tro+Ker, T^drick, was <x 
Mom WAS +o+<»lly oh +0^ of +kih2S. 



Ohcc X came aloh^ X f^om ^o+ kosy, so 
from +Ki»+ poih+ oh +Kerc arc a lo+ of ih 
oor official family Kis+ory. 






tJjCcWTna, Tofeuno, Zhtq&taAerma. 



JtKsoort^ A 6^ iJ'UoQrtjt A ^imst 

jlflrd^kAoj^ -ponk^ (Sjoj^ (3^ mjJLSSa. 


Xve IcAmed +K<»+ ^Ko+o altums art)r>+ ah accura+e 
record of wKa+ Kap^ehed ih ^our li/e, At\yw<xy. 
Las+ ^ear wKcv> we were a+ +Ke fceacK, hom 
l>oi/^K+ a tohcK of fttncy seasKells a+ a sKop, 
and la+er oh X s^w Ker tury -4>efn ih +Ke sahd 
for Mahhy +o "discover." 




iyxtu^^lx^ AacJHi^ '<^1^ 'OlUUjfiMll! 


'Todrty Mom SAi<i X WOS lookiln^ "sKrt^y," so 
+ol<l me sKc was +akiV>o me +o oe+ a Kairca+. 





X l^oVc +0 s<xy, +Koo^K, +Ke wKolc i>c<»*rty saloh 
cx^crichce wash’+ +K<*+ t><»X firs+ of all, +Kcy 
l^ave TVs all over +Ke ^lace, so you cah wa+cl> a 
sKow wKile ^ooVc wai+iV»^ +o ^e+ your Koir cut. 

SecoVyJ, -iKey ^ave lo+s of +al>loi<ls, +Kose rvews^^ers 
you sec im -me cKeckotrl" lihes a+ grocery s+ores. hor> 
says +at)lotcls are -foil of lies, l)u+ X • 4 mV 4 c •H^ere*s 
sorne really ir'iportarvi s-h/ff iv^ "Hvose -tWh^s. 








Gr<»rw*« is always +<»tloi<isj cveh +Koo^K 

tAor> <ioesirv+ d^^rove. A ■ftw weeks d^o Grdwnd 
wds>\+ dWwenVv^ Ker ^Kohe, so Mow worrieci 
dn<l drove over +o GrdwwdS +o see i'f ske wds OK, 
Grdwwd wdS •fiiTe, ko+ sKe wdSh+ ^ickiv\^ l^er 
^Kor« kecduse o/ sowe+Kih^ sKe redd. 





Bu+ wKeh Mow askeci Grawwa wKcrc sKc Ker 
ih/orwA+ioh, Grawwa said — 



Grawwas do^, Hc*^ry, died receh+i^, at^d ever siirwic 
+Keh Grawwa Kas Kad a lo+ of +iwc oh Ker l^ahds. 
So Mows dealih^ wi+h sWT like +Ke cordless ^Kohe 
+kih^ a lo+ +Kese days. 


VJKeheVer Mow fihds ahy +al>loids a+ Grawwas 
Koose, sKe +akes +Kew kowe ahd +Krows +l>ew ih 
+Ke ^arta^e. Las+ week X ■fisKed ohe ou+ of +Ke 
+rask ahd read i+ ih wy kedroow. 


X’w ^lad X did. X foohd ou+ +Ka+ Mor+K Awerica 
will ke uhderwa+er wi+Kih si* woh-t^s, so +ha+ kihd 
of +akes +Ke pressure off we +o do well ih scKool. 



X K<»<J <» loh^ W(ti+ a+ +Kt Wtrty Srtloh, t>i(+ X 
<|iclh’+ really mhX X 30+ +0 re<»(J my Korosco^c 
look «+ ^ic+orcs 0/ movit s+c»rs wi+Kou+ +Keir 
mokeo^, so X WAS dcfW+ely eirv-|^r+<»i>\eX 

ViKeh X 30+ my Koir cirt, X -fouhtl 00+ +Ke tcs+ 
al>oJ+ Wiriy solo)^, w^ick is -t^c GOSSIP. 

XKc Udies wKo work +Ktre khow +ke dirt oh Jys+ 
<»l>oo+ everyohe ih +owh. 



Uhfor+oh4+cly, horn came +0 ^ick me 0 ^ ''13^+ ih 
+Kc middle 0+ a s+ory al>oo+ Mr. Pe^^ers ahd Kis 
hew wife, wKo’s +weh-ly years yoiih3er +Kah Kim. 




Hoj>c^olly rty Kair will ^row oo+ •fas+ so ^ cah 
come tack ahd Kear +te res+ o^ +tc s+ory. 

Fritla^ 

X +KiV>k Mom’s s+artih^ +o regret +akih^ me +o 
3e+ my Kai'r cut +Ke o+Ker <Jay. "TKe ladies a+ 
Bomtsnells ih+rodoced me +o Soa^ operas, ahd Vy>w 
X’m +o+ally looked- 



Yes+erday X was ih +Ke middle of my sKow, 
ahd Mom +old me X t>ad +o +orh off +Ke TV 
ahd fihd some+Kih^ else +o do. X coold +ell 
+Kere was ho use ar^uih^ wi+K Ker, so X called 
Rowley ahd ihVi+ed Kim over. 



VJKeh Rowley ^0+ +o my Koosc, we wct-i+ s+r<»i^K+ 
+0 Rodrick’s room ih +Kc l)<»semeh+. Rodricjc is 
O'ff ^layiVv^ wi+K Kis fcdhd, Lbded Pi^er, and 
whenever Kes away X like +o ^o +Kroo^K Kis 
s+o-ff and see i^ X can find any+Kin^ in+eres+in^. 



XKc l)es+ +Kin^ X found in Rodricks Junk drawer 
+Kis +ime around was one of +Kose li++le souvenir 
pic+ure keycKains you ^e+ a+ +Kc keacK. 




X/ you look ih+o i+, you see <» ^ic+ure of Rodrick 
wi+K sone ^'rl. 



X <ioh+ ktv)w Kow Rodrick go+ +K<>+ yic+ore, 
kecaose X've keeh wi+K Ki»^ oh tstry sih^le furnily 
Vrtcrt+ioh, ahd if X saw Kifn wi+K Tl^T ^irl, X 
defihi+ely would Kave rerienbered Ker. 


X sKowed +Ke ^'c+ure +o Rowl^, l)u+ X Kad +o Kold 
+Ke keycKaih because Ke was ^e++ih^ all ^rabby. 




VJt <Jo^ <»royh<l some rnore, c»M<J +Kch we /oohd a 
Korror rnovie <»+ +Ke fco+tom l^ocirick’s drawer. 
X couldi^’+ believe our luck, ^iei+^^er ohe of us Kad 
ac+ually seen a horror f'wvie before, so +Kis was a 
really bi^ firvd- 



X asked l^r»i if Rowley could s^chd +be 
ahd sb»e said yes. X riade Sure X asked Mom wKeh 
Pad was OU+ of +Ke room, because Pad doesir>*+ 
like i+ wKeh X Kave slee^oVers oh a "work 1^3^+." 

Las+ summer Rowley s^eh+ +Ke hi^K+ a+ my 
Kouse, ahd we sle^+ ih +Ke basemeh+. 



X nxKic sure Rowley +ook +Kc W +Ka+ was closcs+ 
+0 -flie furVMicc roow, tecause +Ka+ roon really 
■freaks me otA. X f^ured if ahy+lvh^ came ou+ of 
+Kere iri -lk\e middle of - 4 ie iru^n+, i+ would ^rak 
T^wley f rs+ arid X’d Kave a five-second Kcad 
s+ar+ +0 escape. 


A+ afcou+ l.’OO in -rt^e morning, we Keard some- 4 iin^ 


in -tKe furnace room 
0U+ of us. 


-tfia+ scared +Kc livir^ dayli^K+s 


X+ sounded like a li++le ^Kos+ ^irl or some+Viin^, 
and i+ said — 



Me and Rowley ^rac+ically +rampled cacK o+^er +o 
dea+K +o ^ei up +Ke t)asemen+ s+airs. 



VJt l)ors+ ih+o Mom ah<l Pad's room, orvd I 
+old +Ktm our Kouse was Kouh+ed ahd we Kad 
+0 move immedia+ely. 



Pad didh’+ seem cohVihced, ahd Ke weh+ dowh +o 
■4»e l>asemeh+ ahd walked r(^K+ ih+o ■^^^e -furhace 
room. Me ahd l^owley s+ayed akoui +eh /ee+ Wk. 


I was ^re+^y sure Pad wash*+ ^'h^ +o gei ou+ 
of iKere alive. I Keard some rus+llh^ ahd a /ew 




Bu+ <x itw secoi^S la+er Kc came twck oo+ wi-+K ohc 
of +cys, a doll harncd H'de-<*^xl-Seck 



Las+ »m^K+ ^wley waited for Kom and 

Pad +0 +0 t)cd< “i^d +Keh wc wa+cKcd oor 

riovie, 'TecKnically, X was +^c onl^ one wKo 
wa+cKed i+, because Rowley Kad Kis eyes and ears 
covered +Ke wKole en+ire +ine. 




'tl^c movie was aboift +Kis mwiJy Kahd +Ka+ ^oes 
aroohd +Kc cooh+ry killih^ ^eo^le. Ai^d +Ke tas+ 
^rsor\ wKo secs +Ke Kai>i is always +Kc r**+ vic+im. 



'TKc special ef^ec+s were really cKeesy, and X 
wash+ cvch scared uh+il +Kc very ehd. XK^+s 
wKeh +Kc ■hi/is+ came. 

A^+e^ +Ke muddy Kahd s+rar\^led i+s las+ vic+im, 
i+ came crawlih^ s+rai^K+ a+ +Ke screch, and 
+Kcn +Ke screen wen+ black. A+ •fir'S+ X was a 
li++le con-fused, i>u+ +bven X realized i+ meant +Ke 
ne>t+ victim was ^onna be ME. 

X turned t^e TV off, and tKcn X described 
tKc whole movie to Rowley from be^innin^ to end. 



Viell, I rws+Ve dohe a ^ood job +elliVv^ +V>e 

s+ory, because Kowley ^o+ eveh piore ■freafc:ed-ou+ 
+Kah X was. 



X khew we couldh’+ +o Mon* ahd Pad +KiS 
+i>ie because +Key’d grouind ne if +b>ey ■fouhd ou+ 
we wa+cKed a Korror movie. Bu+ we didf^i feel 
safe ih +Ke basemeh+, so we Sj>e*%+ +Ke res+ of 
+Ke hi^K+ it\ +Ke u^s+airs ba+Kroom wi+K +Ke 
li^K+s oh. 



X Jus+ wisK wc Kad t'KkWt^ed +o s+a^ <»w<»kc +Ke 
wKole hi^k+j kccrtose wKch Pdd -foohd us ih +ke 
morhih^, i+ w<»sir\+ A prc 4 ~ty scchc. 



pad wat^+ed +o khow wKa+ was oh, ahd 

X K<»d +0 /ess up. pad +old lAom, so how X*« 
jus+ wai+ih0 +0 Kcar Kow loh^ X’m ^ohha t>c 
^rouhded for. Bu+ +o ke Kohes+ wi+K you, X« « 
lo+ f*>orc worried akou+ +Kis muddy Kahd +Kah 
ahy puhisKmeh+ fAom cah dream up. 

X +Kou^K+ akou+ i+, +Kou^k, ahd X realized 
+Keres ohly so mucK ^rouhd a muddy k<»hd cah 
cover ih a day. 










X was jus+ ^U<J Mom <Ji<Jh’+ iViVi+e Fre^ley, +iMS 
weir<i kid wKo lives +Ke s+ree+, because Kes 
tech ac+ih^ s+rah^er +Kah osual la+ely. 



X’m s+ar+ih^ +0 +Kihk mayte Frc^lcy*s a li++le 
dah^eroos, ttr+ luckily Kc doesh*+ really leave Kis 
■froh+ yard dorih^ +Kc summer. X +Kihk Kis ^reh+s 
mus+ tii»vc ah elcc+rical fchcc or somc-tWhg. 





Hon Sdid +Ke tooks we l>roo^K+ wcreh + ' real 
li+errt+ore ahd +Ka+ we were ^oir^ina ^ave +o 
s+<»r+ wi+K +Ke "cUssics." 





'TVese <»re +Ke exAC+ sarne i>ooks oor 

+ci»cKers are always us +o rca<l a+ scKool. 













"TKcy K<»ve a ^ro^ram wKerc if ^oo read a "classic" 
ih yovr -free +iwe, +Key reward ^oo wi-4> a s+icker 
of a Kantor^er or sorie+Kih^ like +Ka+. 



X doh+ khow wKo +Ke^ +Kirvk +Keyre •foolih^. 
You cah ^et a sKee+ of a Kut-vdred s+ickers dowri 
a+ +Ke ar+s-ahd-craf+s s+ore for fif+y ceh+s. 


X’ro r>o+ really sure wKa+ rnakes a took a "classic" 
+0 te^ih wi+K, tuf X +Kihk if Kas +o te a+ leasf 
fiffy years old «r>d some ^ersoh or ahinal ^as +o 
die a+ +t»e ehd. 


Mom said if we didh’+ like +Ke tooks sKe picked 
0U+, we could 30 oh a field fri^ +0 +Ke litrary 
ahd fihd some+Kih^ we all agreed oh. Buf +Ka+ 
woh*+ work for me. 



Sec, wKen I was ytuxrs old X borrowed a 
book /ron -rt^e library, air\d +Keh X •fory+ all aboirt 
i+. X /oohd "tbic book a /ew years la+er beKirvi my 
desk, airvd X /i^ored X mosVvc owed about two 
tkwusarid dollars ih late /ees oh tkat tViih^. 



So X boried tKe book ih a bo* o-f old comics ih my 
closet, ahd tkiats wkere ft is to tb>is day. X Kaveht 
beeh back to tKe library sihce tlveh, but X khow if 
X ever DO show ttvey’ll be waitih^ for me. 




X^i I hervoKS I cveh SEE a litrariah. 



X Aske<J Mom if we coolj ge+ a secohd cKahce +o 
j>ick 00+ a took oh oor owh, ah<J sKe said we 
coold. VleVe so^^osed +o mee+ a^aih +omorrow ahd 
trih^ our hew selec+iohs wi+K os. 

Vledhesda^ 

Viell, +Ke memfcersKi^ of +Ke Readih^ Xs Xoh 
Clot) +ook a ki^ Ki+ overhi^K+. Mos+ of +Ke ^o^s 
wKo came ^es+erda^ tailed oo+, ahd how +Keres 
ohly +W0 of os. 


Rowley troo^Ki -tvo tooks aloh^ wi-4> kin. 



'TKc fcook I picked was -tKc >vh+K volume ih -^Kc 
“Ma^ck ahd Moins+ers: Park Realms" series. X 
figured Mom would like 1 + kecause i+’s j)re+^y loh^ 
ahd +Kere areh‘+ <xr\y ^ic+ures. 



^()atiotDtioom 



DARK RUIMS 
















Bu+ Mon like py kook. SKe sold sKc <Jidi^’+ 

rt^^roVe of +Ke illos+ra+ioh oir» +ke cover kecaose 
sKe didr»-t like -ikie w*y i+ j>or+ra^e<i woneh. 

X’ve read "SKadowdoon/' ahd fron wKa+ X cah 
renenker, +k>ere areh+ eveh airy worteri ih +Ke 
s+ory. X^i /ac+, X kirid of wonder if +ke person 
wkio designed +kie cover even READ +Ke kook. 


Anyway, Mon said +Ka+ s^e was ^onna use Ker 
Ve+o ^ower as +ke Reading Xs Fun Cluk's founder 
and cKoose +ke kook for us. So sKe cKose +Kis 
kook called "CKarlo++e’s Viek," wKicK looks like one 
of +Kose “classics" X was +alking akou+ kefore. 


Charii^cjs'^ 



Jos+ ^rom lookih^ «+ +Kc cover, X ^tK»r<»h+ec ei-t^cr 
+Kc ^rl or +Ke <ioesh+ rnake i+ +o +Ke chd of 
+Ke took. 


Friday 

Viell, +ke Feadih^ Xs Foh Glut is dowh +o ot^ 
nenter, at-id +ka+*s me. 


Yes+erda^ Fowle^ wch+ ^olf'h^ or sor«+Kih^ wi+K 
Kis dad, so ke kind of ric oo+ +o dry. X 
didr\’+ do my readi^^g assi^hmch+, arvd X was really 
cooh+ih^ oh kim +o cover for me a+ +ke mee+ih^. 

XVs ho+ really my faol+ +Ka+ X cooldhY fihisk 
my readih^ assi2hmeh+, +koo2K. l^om +old me X 
Kad +0 read ih my tedroom for -h^reh-ly mihu+es 
yes+erday, bir+ +Ke +ru+K is, X jos+ Have +ro»;t>le 
cohceh+ra+ih^ for loh^ periods of +ime. 




AZ+er Mon cc»02^+ nc Korsih^ drooh*!, sKc 
tdhhed nc -from wd+cV>ih^ TV oh+il X rcd<J +Ke 
i)Ook. So 1 (»S+ hi^K+ X V>d<J +0 W<»i+ Uh+il sKc WO^+ 
+0 ted tefore X coold 3C+ n^ ch+er+<»ihnch+ {l%. 

X kep+ +Kihkih^ dtou+ +Krt+ novic wi+K +Kc noddy 
Kd^wi, -it«>o^K. X WdS d-frdid ■tttd+ if X WdS Wd'kKilf'^ 
TV dll ty nyself Id+C d+ hi^K+, +Ke noddy Kdhd 
crdwl 00+ fron o^vder - 4 >e coocK dhd ^rdt ry 
foo+ or sone-tKv^. 

'ttve wdy X solved +Ke ^rotlen wdS ty ndkirv^ d 
-trdil of clo-tt»es dy\d o+Ker s+off dll +tc wdy fron ny 
tedroon dowh +0 +Ke fdnily roon. 



^is norwh^ Pdd +rip^c<l over a dic+ioifviry X 
left «+ +Ke +0^ of +Ke s+oirs, so how \\ts road 
0+ rne. Birt X’H take Pad t>eih^ ah^ry over t^e 
ol+erha+i've ah^ day of +Ke week. 

hy hew fear is +K<»+ +Ke kahd is ^ohha crawl oj) 
oh my bed ahd ^e+ me ih my sleep. So lately X*V 
beeh coveriha my wKole body witVv tKe blahket 













Ai>oo+ A Kdl-f Koor U+er +Ktrc was a khock a+ 

+Ke door, ahd i+ was Rowley. X +Kot/^K+ 

roayfcc Kc was comVi^ fcack +o +Kc Readih^ Xs 
Foh Clok, ko+ wKeh X saw +ka+ Kis dad was Wi+K 
Kin, X khew sone+Kit^^ was u^. 



^a^er wi+K +Ke couh+ry clol) lo^o oh i+. He said i+ 
was a i)ill for all +Ke ■froi+ Snoo+Kies ne ahd 
Rowley ordered a+ +Ke clofcKoose, ahd +Ke ^rahd 
+o+al was ei^K^y'+Kree dollars. 

All +Kose +ines ne ahd Rowley ordered drihks a+ 
+Ke clokKouse, we jus+ wro+e dowh Mr. Je#ersoh*s 
accoohi hunter oh +Ke +at. Kiotody +old uS soneohe 
ac-hually Kad +o PAY for all -tKa+. 




X s+)ll reaiy onjers+ahj wKa+ Hr. Jeffersoh 
WAS (ioih^ <»+ MY Kouse. X ■fKiVdc Ke’s ah arcKi+ect 
or somc+Kih^, so Kt heeds ei^K-tV'+Kree Wks, Ke 
cah jos+ desi^h ah ex+ra Wdihg. He talked +o Hor>i, 
ahd t^ey l>o-H> agreed +l>a+ r*ie ahd Kowley 
heeded +o ^ay off "H^e +afc. 

X told Hon ne ahd l^wley arejost kids ahd i+’s 
hot like we Kave salaries or careers or wKa+ever. 
ftirl- Hon said we were Jos+ ^ohha KaVe +o fce 
"creative." "iVieh sKe said we would Kave to susj>ehd 
tKe Readihg Xs Fuh Cluks neetih^s uhtil we ^aid 
wKat we owed. 

To t>e Kohest witK you, X*w kihd of relieved, 
because at tl>is poiht, ahyt^ih^ tKat docsht 
ihvolve readih^ souhds pret^y ^ood to ne. 



Me rthd l^wley racketi oor fcr<»i>\s <»ll ^txy yes+erda^ 
■hyiVi^ +0 ■figure oo+ Kow +o o-ff +}v»+ ci^K-iy- 
+Kree dollars. Rowley Mid r^yw X sKoold jos+ 

+0 +Ke ATM ahd wi+Kdraw sor« rohey +o ony off 
Kis d-d. 


reosoh Rowl^ s<»id 4 k»+ is i>ec<»ose Ke -t^lvdcs 
X'f^ ricK. A cookie of years dwih^ -tKc holidays, 
Rowley cane over ai^ we had JiiS+ roh ow+ of +oi1e+ 
^^r a+ ny hoose. My fonily was osih^ -these holiday 
cock-tail ha^kihS os a sots-trtv+e un-hl Pad 30+ -to -the 
s+ore a^K 


Rowley -thoo^h-t -the holiday haj)kihs were sone 
kihd of really fahey -toile-t ^a^er, and he asked 
ne if ny fanily was rich. 





X’m NOT ricK, +Kd+’s +Kc j)rol>lcm. 

X +ric<i +0 fl^urt out <» way <x kid ry a^e could 
3C+ Kis K<»lr>ds oh sor*. crtsK, ohd +Kch i+ Ki+ me-’ 
vie could s+<»r+ <» Uwh cure service. 


X’w ho+ +rtlkin^ rttoui some average, ruh-oT+Ke-i^ll 
lawn care service, erd«r. X’n +alkir^ ai>ou+ a cofn^n^ 
+Ka+ +akes lawn care +0 +Ke ne>t+ level. VJe deeded 
+0 name our com^n^ +Ke V.I.P. Lawn Service. 


vie called u^ +Ke Yellow Pa^es people and +old 
+Kem we wan+ed +0 ^lace an ad in +Keir took. 
A'^d no+ jus+ one of +Kose +iny li++le +ex+ ads, 
tu+ a really ti^ one wi+K -full color +Ka+ +akes u^ 
+W0 wKole 



^e+ +Kis-' "TKc Yellow Pa^es ^eo|>le +ol(i os i+ 
was ^oVMna cos+ oS a few +Koosah<J fci/cks +o 
our ad ih +Keir i)ook. 

X +olcl +Kc« +Ka+ didr^■t inake a lo+ of sehse +o 
fntj because Kows sor»>eolr>e Su^^osed +o for ah 
ad if +Key kaveh’+ eveh earhed ahy rnohey ye+? 


He ahd Kowle^ realized we were ^hha Kave +o do 
• 4 >is a dif'fereh+ woy, ahd riake our OWN ads. 

X /i^red we could jKS+ make -fleers ahd j>u+ +Ker»i ih 
every mailbox ih our hei^Kborkood. All we heeded was 
some clip art to us started. 

So we weht dowh to t^e corher store ahd bou^kt 
ohe of tKose cards womeh ^t eacK otker oh tfveir 
birthdays. 





Hope your/^' 
birthday is 



HOT, HOT, HOT! 


TVeh we sc<»V\hej i+ ih+o Rowleys con^u+er ah^ 
pas+e<i ^ic+ures of OUR Keads oh+o +he bodies 
fron +Ke card. 







After ■4»<»+ wc ^0+ sor>ie cliy art of lawh iools ah(i 
^u+ i+ all +02C+Kcr. "TKch wc ^ri>v+e(i i+ o»A, ah<j 
X Kave +0 say, 1+ lookcci grca+. 


V.I.R 


LAWN SERVICE 



PAMPER YOURSELF AND 
YOUR LAWN Wrm OUR 
AWARD-WINNING, 
WORLD-CLASS SERVICE! 
CALL 555 - 2 SH 1 




I <Ji<i Sor\t na+K, ahd X /i^orc<J i+ wool<J coS+ 
os a+ lcas+ a cookie Koh<ire<i tocks ih color ihk 
car+r«i^es ai^J ^a^er +o nakc ehoo^K •flyers for 
+Kc wKole hci^KtorKood. So we asked Rowley’s 
dad if Ke’d ^0 00+ +o +Ke s+ore ahd ^e+ os all 
+Ke s+off we heeded. 



Mr, Jefferson didh’+ ^ for i+. In fac+, Ke +old 
os we cooldh’+ ose Kis cow^o+er or ^rih+ oo+ any 
nore copies of oor flyer. 

X was a li++le sorprised ly +Ka+, kecaose if Mr. 
Jefferson wan+ed oS +o ^ay Kim kack, Ke sore 
wasn+ making i+ easy. Bo+ all we coold really do 
was +ake oor one flyer and 3e+ oo+ of Kis office. 




AAer we Ki+ <t ■few Kouses^ we realized i+ would te 
a lo-t easier +o Jus+ ask -t^e ir\ex+ ^rsoh we syoke 
wi+K +0 pass +Ke -flyer alor^ so me ahd Rowley 
wouldr>+ KaVe +o do all +Ka+ walkih^. 

Mow +Ke oMy +Ki>^3 we Kave +o do is si+ tack ahd 
wai-t for +Ke pKor\e calls +o s+ar+ rollih^ ih. 

'Thursda y 

Me ahd Rowley wai+ed arouhd all day yes+erday, 
t)v+ we didrv+ ^ei ahy calls. 



X was s+ar+ih^ +o woh<ler if wc sKool<J +ry +o ^Vwi 
<x card wi+K fiorc moscular ^tys for our hex+ f\ytr. 
“TKch, a+ c\>ou\ ll.’OO +KiS fnorVMVi^, wc ^o+ a call 
fron Mrs. Cah/ield, wKo liVes oh Grar-irias s-lree+. 
SKe said Ker lawh heeded ryjwih^ t>o+ sKe wah+ed +o 
cKeck oor reftrehces before sKe Kircd os. 



X osed +0 do lawh work for Gramma, so X called 
Ker 0^ ahd asked if sht coold call Mrs. Cahfield 
ahd +cll Ker wKa+ a ^ood worker X <»ri. 



Vlell, X mosVvc cao0K+ Gramma oh a tad day, 
fcccaose sKe really li+ ih+o me. SKc said X left piles 
of leaves oh Ker lawh las+ fall ahd how +Kerc were 
pa+cKes of dead ^rass all over Ker yard. 



'IViCh sKc <»skt<| wKch X was ^hha come over 
an<l ■fihisK -t^e jot). 



■ 1 l»a+ was ho+ really +Ke kihd of res^oMe X was 
lookiV)^ ■for. X +ol<l Gramma we were ohly +akih^ 
payih^ jots a+ +Ke momehi l)u+ ma^te we coold 
^e+ t>ack +0 ker ta+er oh ih +Ke summer. 


"TKeh X called Mrs. Gthfield ahd did my kes-t 
imi+a+ioh o-f Gramma. X 3‘)CSS Xm lucky my Voice 
kash'+ cKah^ed ye+. 



Believe i+ or ho+, Mrs. Can^eld boo^Ki i+. S^e 
+K<»hkc<l "Gramno" ■for -tKe rcfcrchce ah<l Ki/h^ 
^eh sKe cdlle<l back a few niheries la+er, ahd X 
ahswerej ir> ry regular voice. Mrs. Cahfield sai<i 
sKe’<i kire os ar«J +bva+ we skoold coine ty Ker Koose 
la+er +-o<lay +-o ^et sH-ar+eJ. 

Birt i+-s kirv<l of far from r>y Koose +-o Mrs. 
C»v\fiel<J’s, so X asked Ker if sKe coold come ^6+- os. 
SKe (lidrv’+’ seem real Kaypy +^^a+ we (Jidr»+ KaVe oor 
owr> +rariS^or+a+ioh, bo+’ sKe said sKe’d be w/llih^ +-0 
pick os op if we coold be ready a+ hooin. 

Mrs. Gihfield came +-o my Koose a+ IZ-’OO ih Ker 
sohs pickop +rock, ahd sKe asked os wKere oor 
lawh mower ar^d all oor e^oipmerv+’ was. 


X S(»i(i we cii(lh+ <*c+iK»lly HAVE At\y e<^oi^fneir»+ tu+ 
■4»<»+ py GrAmma keeps Ker si<Je Joor ur\locke<i aivl 
X te able +o sheak ih ahd twrrow Ker rower 
■for a few Kours. X 3 ^«ss CahfielJ ros+ KaVe 
l>eei^ pre+ 4 y (iespera+e +o ^e+ Ker lawf\ mowe^, 
Waose sKe wen+ alon^ wi+K 



Luckiy, Granma wasi-i’-t Kore, So i+ was easy +o ^e+ 
+Ke rower oir+ of Ker Koose. Vie rolletl i+ over +o 
hrs. Cahfel<Js yar<J, atnci -t^eh we were ready +o 
^e+ +0 work. 

XK«»+*s wKeh me ahd Rowley realiz-ed hei+Ker one 
of os Kad ever ac+oally opera+ed a lawh mower 
before. So +Ke -h«/o of os poked aroohd for a 
wWlt arvd +ried +o figure oo+ Kow +o ^e+ +Ke 
s+ar+ed. 


my plah. 




Uh/or+oho-tey, wKeh we +il+e<J +|\e rnower oh i+s 
sl<ic, dll +Ke ^asolihc Skilled ov+ oh+o +Ke Qfixss, 
ahd we Kad +o back over +o Grarwas +o ^e+ 
a refill. 

X j>icked +Ke owhers mahoal for +Ke rower 
wKilc we were a+ i+. X +ried +o read i+, l>u+ +Ke 
ihs-h’oc-t’iohs were wri-Heh ih SpahisK. X go+ +Ke 
feelih^ fron +Ke ti+s ahd pieces X COULD 
uhders+ahd +Ka+ opera+ihg a lawh rower was a 
lo+ more dah^eroos +l>ah X ori^ihaiy +KowgK+. 







X +ol<i Rowley Ke co<<l(J Kave +Kc -firsi crock 0+ 

+he lawn rnowiVv^ and +Ka+ X would ^ si+ ih +Kc 
sKade ahd s+art workiVi^ oh our kusirvess ^lah. 

Rowley didh+ like +^a+ idea a+ all. ^e said +Kis 
was a "^ar+hersl^i^" and +K<*+ every+Kin^ Kad +0 
t>e 50 - 5 Q. X was ^re+^y surprised ty +Kis, i>ecause 
'^‘n +Kc ohc wKo came uj) wi+K +he idea for +Ke 
lawh service ih -^ve firs+ ^lace, so X was more like 
+Ke owher +Kah a partner. 

X +old Rowley we heeded someohe +0 do +Ke ^ruh+ 
work ahd someohe +0 Kahdle +^e mohey so i+ didh*+ 
^e+ all swea-y. 



Believe i+ or ho+, +Ka+ was ehou^K +0 make Rowley 
walk ^3^+ off +Ke Jot). 



X jus+ wai^hA -for +Ke record +K<»+ i-f Rowley 
ever weeds rne for a Jot) re-ferewce iw +Ke fuivrc, 
^owwa Kave +o ^ve Im>> a lousy review. 



"TV^e ■1 tu+^ is, X dow’+ really weed Rowley awyway. 
Xf +Kis laww service Usiwess ^rows +Ke way X 
+Kiwk i+ will, X*m ^WWa KaVe al>ou+ a HUNDRED 
Rowleys workiw^ for me. 

Xr) +Ke meaw+ime, X weeded +o ^e+ Mrs. 
Cawfield’s laww mowed. X looked +Krou^K +ke 
mawual -for a li-Hle wKile low^er awd +kew figured 
OU+ +Ka+ X weeded +o ^ull ow +Kis kawdle 
a++acked +o a cord, so X +ried +ka+. 

’lt^e mower s+ar+ed u^ •'<5^+ away, awd X was off 
awd ruwwiw^. 



X+ w<»sh+ AS AS X +Koo 3K+ i+ was 
te. XKt Uwh riower was self-propelled, so all X 
heeded +o do was walk keKihd i+ ahd s+eer every 
ohce iVi a wKile. 



XKe>^ X s+ar+ed +o ho+ice +Ka+ +Kere were 
piles of do^ poop everywKere. A'f'd s+eerih^ 
aroohd +Ker> was ho+ ah easy ^Kih^ +o do wi+K 
a self-propelled riower. 



^e V.I.P. Lawh Service Kas a very s+ric+ policy 
wKeh i+ comes +o do^ poop, wKicK is +Ka+ we woh’i 
^o ahywKere hear i+. 





Bu+ Mrs. C<»nficl(i wool(Jh’+ ^(xy. SKe saicj oor 
service was "lousy" ah<i +Ka+ we hardly mowed a^y 
o( Ker lawn. 

X +old Ker a{>ou-i' +Ke do^ ^)oo^ issue, tui sKe s+ill 
would»^+ cou^K u^ wKa+ s^e owed me. Air'd +o make 
ma++ers worse, ske wouldh+ eVeh ^ive me a ride 
Kome- You kiv)w, X -figured someohe mi^K+ +ry +o 
s+if/ us +kis summer, l>u+ X V'cver •H'ou^k+ i+ would 
U our Very ■firs+ cus+omer. 

X K<»d +0 walk Kome, and ky +Ke +ime X 30+ 

+0 my Kouse, X was really mad. X +old Pad 
+Ke wKole s+ory akou+ my lawn mowing experience 
and Kow Mrs. Can/ield wouldn'+ pay me. 




P<»<J (irove ri^K+ over +o hrs. Cdhfietds Kouse, 
dhd X weir>+ wi+K Kim. X +Koo^K+ Ke was ^ohw* 
cKew Kcr OU+ for +dkirv^ a<Jvah+a^c of Kis soh, 
dhd X wah+ed +0 te +Kere +o see i+ firs+Kar\X 
Bo+ Pa<i jos+ ^0+ Gramma’s mower ahd cu+ -tKe 
res+ of hrs. G»r»f;el<i’s ^rass. 



ai^ mohe^. 

"TKt +rip wash’+ a TOTAL was+e of +ime, -tKoo^K. 
VlKein pad wra^^ed +Kih^ up, X plah+ed a si^h 
ir\ Mrs. Cahfields fror>+ ^ard. 


X i-f X wasrv’+ ^rirux ^c+ X ni^K+ 
as well ^t+ some -free adver+isih^ -for all my -h'owble. 



ANOTHER GREAT 


JOBEY 


Vl.R LAWN 


SFRvirr 


'JL-rN V Iv^L 

555-2*141 
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Sa+orday 

XKc V.I.P. Lawh Service Kas ho+ really ^ahined 
00+ +Ke way X +Koo^K+ i+ would. X Kaveh’+ 

Kad ahy work since +Ka+ •firs+ Jok, and "X-'m 
s+ar+in^ +0 +Kink mayte hrs. Canfield Kas teen 
tad-moo+Kin^ me +o ner nei^Ktors. 

X +Koo^K+ atoo+ JUS+ ^ivin^ o^ and closing our 
business, bu+ +Ken X realized +Ka+ wi+K a -few 
+weaks +0 +Kc flyer, we could s+ar+ +Kin^s tack 
u^ a^in in +Ke win+er. 




SNOW REMOVAL 



YOU'VE TRIED THE REST, 
NOW GO wrm the best? 


'TKe protlen is, X NOW. X callej up 

Rowley +0 s+i»r+ traiw+orpnin^ hew i(iei»s, t>u+ Kis 
r«iom said Ke was a+ +Ke rwjvies wi+K Kis dad. X was 
a li++le ahhoyed, Ucause he never to+hered +o ask 
Pie if he could +ake +he day off. 




flow's >TO+ le++ih^ r« <lo -foh oh+il +Kis 

■froi+ smoo+Kie till is ^aid o/+, So +K«+ nc<»h+ i+ was 
+0 ME +o ^i^un 0V+ Kow +0 Mm •<4>e msK. 

X*ll +ell ^00 wKo Kas a lo+ of nomt^, arid +Ka+’s 
fAahh^. X rneah, +Ka+ kid is RICH. A •few weeks 
a^o ^W^ and Pad +old Manny +Key’d ^'Ve Kin a 
<^oar+er -for every +irne Ke uses +Ke ^o+4y wi+Kou+ 
tein^ asked. So now Ke carries around a gallon o-f 
wa+er wi+K Kin a+ all +ines. 




Manny kee^s all Kis non^ in a ti^ Jar on Kis dresser. 
He’s ^o++a KaVe a-t 1ms+ $150 in -tKa-t -tKing. 


IVe +KoygK+ <*i>oo+ askih^ Mrthvy +o Ictvi ne -tKc 
nOnty, l>u+ X Jus+ C(»h+ knV^ rysel-f +o <io +Ki»+. 



XVi +ryi>\^ +0 figure 00+ <» way +0 carh noi^cy 
wi+Koi/+ <ioiir\^ Any ftc+oal work. Bt>+ wKeh X 
+ol<l Mom wk<»+ X was +kihkih^, skc soid X*m 
joS+ "lazy.’ 

Ok, So maybe X AM lazy, bu+ i+’s ho+ really my 
■faol+. X*Ve beeh lazy ever sihce X was a IrHle kid, 
arid i-f someorie Kad cao^K+ i+ early on, maybe X 
wouldn't be t^e way X <»m now. 



X rcncnter ih ^rcscKool, wKch ^Id^ime was over, 
■t^c -teAcKcr would +ell cveryor\e +o ^u+ awd^ -t^eir 
+o^s, rth<J we would all sVi^ "^Ke "Cleaho^ ^Kile 

we did i+. Viell, X sah^ -4>c soh^ wi+K everyone 
else, l>u+ X did'^+ do ahy o/ ac-tual cleahih^. 

/fj CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP, T\ 

^ EVERySODY EVERYWHERE.' 

1 J CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP, 

Veverybody do your share? y 



So i-f you wari+ +o /irid sonetody +o t>lar>ie ■for 
+Ke way X X ^uess youd nave +o s+ar+ 
wi+K +ne ^uMic educa+ion sys+en. 


Survday 

l^or^ carne in+o ry rooM ■^^is rwmih^ and woke me. 
up for cKurtK. X was ^ad +o y, because X knew X 
was ^hha K<»ve +o +urri +o a Ki^Ker power +o 2 e+ 
+Kis frui+ snoo+bie bill paid off. VJKehever Gr<xnrA 
tveeds any^4^i^^^ sKe Just prays, and sKe ^e+s i+ 
ri^K+ away. 





for soric reason I <ion+ V>ave ■tfia+ sarie kind of 
^ull. 3t;+ +Ka+ <loesn+ mean Xri ^nna ^oi+ +ryihg. 


5EAR IDM>. PLEASE LET MR. JEFFERSON 
/ GET HIT ON TWE HEAD SO HE FORGETS 
I ABOLTF -RC MONEY I OWE HIM. AND PLEASE 
LET ME GET PAST THE THIRD LEVEL OF 
\ TWISTED WIZARD WITHOUT HAVING TO USE 
V ANY OF MY BONUS HEALTH PACKS. AMEN, 
AND THANK YOU IN ADVANCE. 


n 







‘Ttxjay’s serr>ioh w<»s colltel JesuS ih Pis^wsc," At\i 
;+ was at)oir+ Kow yoo sKooleJ +rea+ everyoi^ you 
nce+ wi-tK ki>vi>'>css because you hever kriow wKicK 
persoh is reaiy Jesus ^re+ehjih^ +o be socneohe else. 

X 3 Kess +Ka+s su^^osej +o nake you wahrv» be 
a be++er ^ersoh, bu+ all i+ does is rnake rie 
parahoid because X kvvjw X'f*> ^ohivj jus+ ehd up 
^uessih^ wroh^. 




A»vl every +ir»ie X We a /riervcl party, ^Aon iViVi+es 
HER ^rier\<Js’ kids, so I erxl irp wi+K <x IhakK of 
people a+ ny party X fcarely eveh khow. 



-iktose kids doh+ toy +Kc ^iRs, -tk>eir MOMS 
do. So eveh if yoo ^e+ sorie+Kih^ like a video ^ne, 
i+s ho+ a video ^ame yood ac+ually wah+ +o pl^y* 


fROGGXe 
+ ROFF 



JIsjoJVa. ci^oat 


sharing 



X-n JuS+ ^1<«1 X-n ho+ or\ "tKe swin +Mr>> "livs Sumrer. 
Last ycAf X Kad practice o^i ry t)ir4><la^, ainj ^\on 
dro^^ed ntt off at tW ^>ool. 



So wKet^ i+ cones +o your bir+Kday, X*ve learned 
i+s bes+ +0 Jus+ keey kids oo+ of +Ke e(^oa+ion. 

Mon said I could KaVe a fanily ^ar-ty as lon^ 
as X ^ronised r«)+ +o do ny "usual ” wi+K +Kc 
bir+kday cards. XKa+ s+inks, because X KaVe a 
GREAT sys+en for o^enin^ cards. X ^u+ +Ken 
all in a nea+ ^ile, and +Ken X ri^ eacK one open 
and sKake i+ +o ^e+ +b>e noney ou+. As lon^ as 
X don*+ s+op +0 read any+Kin^, X can ^e+ 
+Krou^K a pile of +wen-ty cards in under a ninu+e. 



Mon says -lb»e way X do ft is "insul+ing" to tKe people 
vdw ^ot ne -rtve cards. Sb>e says tine around X 
Kave to read every card and acknowled^ tb»e person 
wbw ^ve it to ne. TK^t 11 slow ne down, but X 
^uess it’s still wort^ it. 



X’ve Wh i» lo+ of -rtvViiciirv^ <*t>ou+ wKit I 
wah+ for ry "tiMS ycor. VlW»+ X REALLY 



X’ve tceh askih^ for a do^ for +Kc ^as+ +Krec 
years, t>o+ Mon says we Kave +o wai+ oin+il Mahay’s 
con^le+ely ^o+ 4 y Hraihed tefore we ^e+ orve. VJell, 
wi+K +Ke ^o+iy ■h'alhih^ racke+ Mahhys ^oih^ 

oh, -tKa+ coold +ake FOREVER. 



"TVe +Kih^ is, X khow +Ka+ Pad wah+s a do^, 
+00. Ht osed +0 K<»ve ohe wKeh WE was a kid. 





X all Pa<i ir%cc<ic(i was a li++lc hu<i^c, ahd 

oh CKris+nas las+ year X saw ny c^ahce. hy 
Uhcle Joe and Kis ^am'ly s+o^^ed ty our Kouse, 
ahd +Key t>rou^K+ +Keir do^, Killer, wi+K iKen. 


X asked Uhcle Joe if ^e wouldh+ rnihd l^ih+ih^ +o 
Pad •Hv»+ Ke should uS a d<^. Bw+ -^>6 way Uhcle 
Jae did i+ |>rol)afcly set ry do^-^e++irg con^oi^h Uck 



XKc o+Ker iKih^ X KaVe ho cKahce of ^e++ih^ for 
my t>ir4>day is a cell ^Kohe, ahd X cah -tKahk 








"IVt rwsoh X w<»h+ rry owh recliiner is tecduse 
>( X K<»<i ohc, X woul<lh’+ have +o +o ry 
room after wa+chih^ TV la+e a+ hi^h+. X covic} 
j»;S+ slee^ ’'* 3 ^'+ ■H^e chair. 

plus, -tKcsc reclihers Kave all sorts of features, Ike a 
heck massa^er awj adjustable f rmhess ahd stuff like 
tbiat. X f^e X could use tKe "vibrate” feature to 
nake Pads lectures a lot rnore tolerable. 



XKe ohly reasoh X’d ever heed to ^et u^ is to 
30 to the batKroow. But maybe X sKould just 
wait uhtil hext year to ask for a recliher, 
because X bet they’ll b»aVe tkat takeh care of 
ih the hew model. 



'TVtursjoy 

X <tskc 4 Hon +0 +<»ke me tuck +o bontsKells 
Beaw+y Saloh +o<iA^, cveh +Koii^K X cli(lh+ 
renlly heed a Kdirart. X j«/S+ ^el+ like cd+ckih^ 

oh +ke +owh ^ssi^. 



Ahhe++c, ry kdirrylis+, Sdid ske kcdrd ■fron d ld<Jy 
wko khows Mrs. jeffersoh +Kd+ me dhd Kowlcy lv*o 

d /dllih^ 00+. 







E-very +ir« X set Rowley, Kes (»rooh(J wi+K 

Kis dad. So +V>e woy i+ looks +o me, Ke’s olreody 
^0+ Kimself A hew l>es+ friehd. 



X JuS+ wohha SAy X 'tWhk i+ s+ihks +K<»+ Rowley 
0e+s +0 ^o +0 -lk»e cooh+ry clofc eveh +Koo^K Ke 
s+ill owes mohey oh +K<»+ ■fru+ Smoo+Kie kill. 


Uh'for+oha+ely, Rowley’s cKommy relo+iohski^ wi-^^ 
Kis dad is s+ar+ih^ +o a'ffec+ MY life. Mom says 
+Ke way Rowley ahd Kis dad Kah^ oo+ io^e-tKer is 
"hea+” ahd +Ka+ me ahd Pad sKoold 30 fisKih^ or 
^lay ca-h:K ih +Ke froh+ yard or some+Kih^. 


By+ +Ke is, me <»h<l Pad joS+ areM+ cu+ ou+ 

■for -t^ai kiir«J of fa+Kcr-soh s+uff. las+ +if*>e 
Mon -tried -to ^e-t ne arid Pad -to do sone-tKirv^ 
like -tfiai -toge+Ker, i-t eroded wi-tK ne Kavih^ -to 
^oll Kin 00+ of R»pj>aKahhock Creek. 



Mon woh’-t le+ i-t -tKoo^K. SKe says sKe wah-ts 
+0 see nore "affec-tioh" fce-tweeh Pad and os toys. 
A>^ -tKa-t’s crea-ted sone really awkward noneh+s. 




'Today I was wa+cKih^ TV, my owh 

tosihess, wTveh T Keard a k^tock a+ +Kc froi-v+ 
door. Mom said +Kcre was a "•friehd" +Kcrc +o 
see me, so X +Kou^K+ i+ mtiS+ ke Rowley comih^ 
+0 a^olo^ze. 


B(/+ ;+ wasir\’+ Rowley. X+ was FREGLEY. 



Af+tr X recovered from my W+ial sKock, X 
slammed +Ke door sTmtI-. X s+arted +o ^ahic because 
X didr>+ kt^ow wKa+ Tre^ley was doih^ a+ my 
•froin+ door. Af+cr a few miho+es weh+ by, X 
looked OU+ +Ke side window, air\d Fre^ley was 
STILL s+ahdih^ +Kere. 




X X ^*<1 +0 +<»ke <lr«s+ic rnedSores, so X 
wch+ +o +Ke ki+cKetrv +o call +Ke co^s. Bu+ t^o/n 
s+o^^ed mt before X could fWsK dialiVv^ ^ 11 . 

rAon said SWE ihVi-tcd Fre^ley over, SKe said X’ve 
seemed "lohely" ever sihce X lv»d +b>a+ fi^^i wi+K 
K)wley, ahd sKe +Koo^K+ sKe’d se+ a "^la^da+e" 
wi+K Xre^ley. 




See, +Kis is wKy I sKoul(i (never fell tAom ai)oii+ 
ny |>erson(»l {>usi)ness. 'TKis Fre^ley tKiin^ was a 
+o+al <liSdS+er. 

X’ve Kcard +Ka+ a vampire c<»h*+ cor>e imsieje your 
Kovse Ohiess you itnVi+e Kim itn, ahd X‘ll t>e+ i+s 
+Ke same kihej of lieal wi+K Fre^ley. 



So mow Xve 00+ TWO +Kim0S +o worry aKoo+’ 
+Kc mi;<i<ly KamcJ amd Fre^ley. Ai^d if X Kad +o 
cKoose +Ke ome +o 0e+ me first, X*d take +Ke 
moddy Kamd im a Kear+tea+. 





was ry 4ivJ X ^uess +Ki>\^ weirv+ 

rnore or Itss like X expec+eX "TVe reU+ives s+ar+e<J 
sKowihg <»roor«l XOO. X <»ske<J Mom +o ihvi+e as 
naiY\y ^>eo^le dS possible so X coul(} maximize ry 
j)o+eh+ial, ah<l X 30+ a pre-Hy goo<l +orr>oii+. 





"TKeh X moved ot\ +o +Ke wra^^ed ^rcseh+s, l>o+ 
+Kere werehi a wKole lo+ 0/ +Kose. ^irs+ 
3ift, ■from Mom arvd Pad/ was Small aind Keavy, 
wKicK X +Koo3K+ was a ^ood si^h. Bo+ X was 
s+ill prc++y sKotjced wKeh X opened i+- 



VJKeh X looked more closely, X foohd 00+ 1+ 
wash+ ah ordihary cell ^Kohe. X+ was called a 
"Ladyt>v3." TVe ^he dldh'+ Kave a keypad oh it or 
ary+Kv^. X+ oh^ had "two fcvHohs-’ ohe +0 call Kome 
ahd ohe for emer3ehcies. So r+’s j)ne+iy mucK useless. 



All ry o+Kcr ^'^ts were clo+Kes ah<i o+Ker sW^f X 
(li<lh+ really ir>eeX X was s+ill Kopih^ X r*ii^K+ ^et 
+^>a+ recliiner, t>i/+ once X realiied +Kere wereh‘+ 
air»y places Mow ahj Paci coold te KidiVv^ a ^rah+ 
lea+Ker cKair, X ^^ve looking. 

'TV»cr\ Mow +ol<l everyone i+ was +iwe +o ^ iVv+o -t^e 
diVuVt^ roow +0 KaVe sowe cake. Uh'forbria-tely, Ui^le 
Joes do^, Killer, Kad kea+eh os +o i+. 




fAom c»/+ me «» ^icce, fcirt +K<»+ pcNh+ X 
wrtShi reaiy it\ +Ke moo<i /or cake. E-S^edally ho+ 
wi+k Killer +Krowiri^ li+tle kir+Kday cahdies 
ohder +ke iakle. 



X 3^^ l^of^ mi)S+Ve /cl+ fcad akoo+ kow ry kr^vclay 
werv+ Jowh, because +o<iay sKe said we could ^ +o 
+ke mall ahd 3C+ a "makeup 


Mom +ook Hahhy and l^drick aloh^ /or +ke ride, 
ahd sKe said +Key could tacK pick ou-f- some+kih^, 
+00, wkicK is +o+ally uh/air, because i+ wash’+ 
TWEIR bir+kday yes+erday. 



vie walked <»rooh<) +Ke rtall /or <» wKile <th<| ehded 
0^ ih A ^c+ S+ore. X was Ko^iVv^ we could j>ool our 
piortey +0 l>uy a do^, i>u+ Rjdrick seen«d +o U 
ih+eres+ed iV a di//erer»+ kiVvl of ^e+. 



Mon Kav\ded us eacK a /ive-dollar kill atvi +old us 
we could tny w^a+ever we wai^+ed, ku+ /ive tucks 
doesh’+ e*ac+y 2e+ you Very /ar ih a ^e+ s+ore. X 
/ihally se++led or» +KiS really cool ah^el/isK +Ka+s 
all di//erein+ colors. 





Rolirick picked out <» /isK, +00. ^ (ioi-v’+ khow 
wK*+ kihd i+ was, l)i/+ +Kc reasoh Ro<irick c^osc 
i+ was i>ecause +^^e lal>el oh +Ke +ahk sod +W •foK 
was a^rcssivc. 



Manny s^cn+ WIS -five fcocks on fisK /oo<J. A+ 
/irs+ X +Koo^K+ i+ was fcecaose ke wan+ed +o 
feed +^c flsK +ka+ r»>e and ^odrick l)oo^K+, t>o+ 
fcy +Ke +ip>e we 0o+ Kome, Manny Kad ea+en 
Kal/ +Ke canis+cr. 



XK«s is +Kc firs+ +ime X’vc Kad n>y very own 
^e+, and X*ni kind of ^ei+in^ in+o i+. X feed 
my fisK +Kree +imes a day, and X kee^ Kis kowl 
really clean. 



X tvein l>oo^K+ A Joonvkl so X coold kee^ +rack of 
every+Kih^ ry ^sk does (luriV>2 +Kc ( 1 <»^. X Kove 
+0 (»dfni+, ikoo^K, XVn s+(*r+iir\^ +0 Kovc A li++le 
+rot/l)le fillihg 0^ +Ke ^a^es. 


X osked Mofn <»hd P<»d we coold o>^e of 
+kose a<^oarior>iS ahd ^c+ a +oh of -fisn +o kee^ 
ny li++le ^uy con^Aty. Bu+ Pod sold +Ko+ 
ot^ooriuns COS+ money ahd mayke X could ask for 
one for CKris+mas. 




See, ■♦kuS is wKa+ s+inks akout kein^ a kid. You 
only ^e+ two sko+s a+ ^e++in^ s+u^f you wan+, 
and +K«+’s on C^ris+mas and your kir+Kday. Atvi 
+ken wKen one of ikose days DOES come, your 
^ren+s mess ■4\in0S u^ and kuy you a Ladyku^. 



I'f X K<»<i own nohcy, X coul(i JuS+ tiy 
wK<*+ever X WAh+e<J «h<J ho+ Kavc +o CMfearrass 
n^sel/ every +ir« X i^eederi +o reir\+ a video 3<»fne 
or A ylect o-f Mfntiy or some+Klh^. 



X’ve always khowh +Ka+ X’H eveir\+c«»lly 
be ricK <»r»d famous, t»u+ XVi s+ar+ih^ +o ge+ a 
li++le cohcen^ed +Ka+ i+ Kasir\’+ Ka^pe>%ed ye+. X 
figured X'd a+ LEAST Kave ny own reali-ty TV 
sKow by r»ow. 

Las+ hi^K+ X was wa+cKihg ohe of +b>ose -televisioh 
sKows wKere a hahhy lives wi+K «» family for a 
week and +b>erv +ells +Kcm all +Ke ways +Key re 
screwing up. 



Viell, X <loh’+ khow +Kc wonrth ^<»<J +0 ^ +0 

sornt s^cdrtl hdhhy School or sone+Kihg, l)^r^ +K<»+s 
■tKe ki*^ of jot) X was BORN +0 do. 

X jos+ f^eed +0 ^^ore oo+ Kow +o ^e+ pyself ih 
line -for +Ka+ Jol> wKen +Kc nanvy re+ircs. 



A ^tw ^ears a^ X s+ar+ed collec+in^ ry personal 
r>ier«h+os, like kook rc^or+s and old +oys and 
s+u/f like +Via+, fcecaiise wKen ny r^stun o^ns X 
wanna rnake Sore i+’s |)acked wi+k in+eres+in^ 
+Kin^s from ny life. 












hy closest i>rosK WitK ftxr^ so -far wos wKeh Mom 
si^»^<J me 0 ^ (or <x mocielih^ jot <x (tw years a^. 
X +K<V>k tier i<i ea was +o ^e+ pictures of me itn 
clo+ties ca+alo^oes or some+tilh^ like +Ka+. 



Bv+ tt>e ohiy +Kin^ +Key yse<i my ^k+ore -for was 
ttvs sti>^i<i me<lical l)ook, arvi X’ve i>eeri tryiri^ to 
live i+ (Jowrv ever siwce. 



X s^eint +Ke a-f+errvjoin playiri^ video games ah<J 
ca+cKirig 0^ oh +Ke Sohday comics. 



X +on^(l +0 +Kc Wk c»h<J +Kcrc was ah a<i 

wKerc "Li’l Clr^le” osoally is. 



Wanna be on the 
^nny pages? 

We're looking for a talented 
cartoonist to write and draw 
a one-panel comic to replace 
"Li'l Cutie." Can you tickle 
our funny bone? 


lAah, X*Ve fcceh wai+ih^ FOREVER For ah 
o|>porttAv<y like -l^is. X Ka(i a conic ih ry school 
ohce, kvf -rtvs is a cKahce +o ki+ fW BIG fine. 

'tV>e ad said fkcy werch’+ accc^+ihg ahy ahinal 
cone strips, ahd X +Kihk X khow wKy. 'TVvercs 
+Fis conic akou+ a do^ called "Precious Poockie#" 
ahd i+’s keeh rohhih^ For akoirf FiFfy years. 


'Il^e ^uy wKo wro+e i+ died a loh^ +ine a^o, l)u+ 
+Fey’re sfill recyclih^ Kis old conics. 




X <ioir>+ jchow if ■^^^ey Ve foVMry or iry>+ tewuse, +o 
be Kor»es+ wi-ff» yoo, mos+ of +Kem <lon+ even rx»ke 
schse +0 <x ^crsoh ry a^c. 


L»i VOOCHIC 








Air\yviAy, +Ke hcwspopcr Kas ■h'ied +o ^c+ rij of 
+Ka+ cornic a buhcK of +ir*>es, bcrt wKeirvever +Key 
+ry +0 cancel i+ all +Ke "Precious PoocKie" fans cone 
0U+ of +Ke woodwork and nake a bi^ s+ink. X 
^uess ^eo^le -iWnk of +kis car+oon do^ as +Keir 
own or sone+Kin^. 














"TKc l<»s+ +ine -tKe^ +rie<J +o cancel "Preciot/S PoocKie," 
•foor {>usloa(is of senior ci+/iens iron Leisure 'towers 
sLoweJ u^ a+ +Lc newspaper offices down+own an<J 
(Ji(ln+ leave un+il -l|»e^ +Leir wa^. 



Sa-h;r<iay 

rAom was ac+in^ ex-tra-cKeery +Kis morning, an<J I 
could +ell sKe Kad sor>>e+Kin^ u^ Ker sleeve. 

A+ lO-’OO sKe said we all needed +o ^e+ in +Lc 
s+a+ion wa^on, and wKen X asked Ker wKere we 
were sKe said i+ was a "surprise.” 






X tvrikej Mof*i K<»<| ^acke(i sohscrceh arvl 

Soi+S <»h<i six/f-f ih -tVvC t»ck of -the s+tt+ioh wrt^ot^, so 

X 'iKoc^K+ we r^s+ i>e Kuckei for -^^c l)e<»cK. 


Bw+ wKch X asked Ker if X was r^K+, ^Wn said -tW 
^lace we were was BETTER -dvih "tW i>eacK. 


ViKereVer we were Qoit\Q, i+ was iakir^^ a long +ir*ie 
+0 ^e+ +Kere. Ar'd i+ wash+ +Ka+ fot\ l>eih2 s+uck 
ih +Ke t)acksea+ wi+K Rodrick and Manny. 



was Si+iiVv^ lv\ l^-hvech nit <»V\(J Ko<Jricjt on 
+Ke A+ one ^oin+ Rojrick decitjej +o +cll 
Hann^ +Ke was +Ke wors+ sea+ in +Ke car 
fcccaosc i+ was +Kc sr>ialles+ an<i lcas+ co/wfor+atic. 



VJcll, +Ka+ +o+aiy se+ lAanny o-ff. 



H-vcn+oally, Mom an<i Pa<i ^o+ sick o( Manny’s 
crying. Mom sai<l I Had +o +ake a +om on +Kc 
Kom^ because X*m +Ke second yoi;n^es+ and i+ 
was "only fair. ” So every +ime Pad ran over a 
^o+l^ole, my Kead l>i+ +ne roof of +Ke car. 



A+ atoo+ Z:00 X was ^ct+iVv^ really Koh^ry, so 
X asketl i-f we cooU s+o^ for sorne +as+ fooj. Pad 
wooldr»’+ ^oll over, Wause Ke said +Ke people a+ 
fas+-food res+aurah+s are "idio+s. ” 

Viell, X khow wKy Ke +Kihfc:s ■tKa+, E-Very +irie 
Pad 3 oes +o +Ke fried cWcker> place over hear oor 
Koose, Ke +ries +o place Kis order +Kroo^K -4»e 
+rasK cah. 





X SAW a si^m for <x ^Izza ^Ucc, <»h<l X feezed 
<»rvi Petti +0 le+ vs M+ -iitere. 3 u+ X 3 t>«ss was 
+0 save not\ity, tecaose sKc cane j>re^arcX 



A Kal/ hoor la+cr we polled ih+o a parkih^ lo+, 
ahd X kv«w exactly wKere we were. 



Vie were at tKe Sli^sUe Viater Park, wKere we 
used to ^ as kids. Ar«l X riean LITTLE kids. 
Xt*s really a ^lace neaht for ^^le Mahty’s a^e. 




rAom rni/S+’ve Kcard r« di-wi 1 ^<irick ^ro<»v\ ih +^e 
Wksc<»+. SKe soid wc were ^hho Kave a 3fcrt+ 
day as a ^apiily ahd i+ would te "tKe Ki2Kli^K+ 
our stipinier Vaca+ioh. 


X Kave bad rier>orics of +Kc Sli^slide Vla+cr 
park. Ohe +ime Grahd^a took I'te +^ere, ar>d Kc 
le-ft ne ih +^^e wa+erslide area -for ^rac+ically +Ke 
wKole day. He s«»'d Ke was ^ohha read Kis 
fcook arid Ke’d mee+ me "Htere iri -Hvree Kours. Bu+ X 
didt^*+ ac+oally ^ ori ainy slides tccause of "Hve si^ri 
a+ -t^e eh+rarice. 




UNDER HV 




nuol tit. 
ACCOMPANIED 




BY AN ADULT 







X +Koo^K+ you Kad +o l>e ^or^y-ei^K+ years old 
+0 ride, l>u+ i+ +urris ou+ +Ke +wo li++le litres 
rie)c+ +0 +Ke humber meah+ "iricKes." 



Roiirick K<»s bad r«r«rics of +hc Sli^slidc Vla+er 
Park, +00. Las+ year Kis Iwhd ^+ booked +o do 
a sKow oh +b»e rwsic s+a^e +Key KaVe hear +Ke 
wave pool. I^drick’s bahd asked +Ke park people 
+0 se+ +^e^» op wi+K a smoke macKihe so +Key coold 
Kave some spec**l effec+s for +k>eir sKow. 



Bo+ somebody screwed op, ahd +Key se+ Rodrick’s 
bahd op wi+T\ a BUBBLE macWhe ihS+ead. 


I 0I/+ +Ke re<»soh Mon +ook os +o +Ke 

w<»+er ^ork +oJ<»y-‘ 1+ was ^Alf-^rice for /Anilits 
Uhfor+uhA+el^, 1+ looked like Jt/S+ Afcov+ ever^ 
^Arnily ih -t^e s+A-fe WAS -fKere, +00. 

ViKen we ^0+ +^row^^^ +Ke ^A+es, Mon reh+ed a 
s+roller for MA»Mr>y. I coMvihced Ker +0 s^er\d a 
li++le nore noi\e^ And ren+ a double s+roller, 
becAuse X knew i+ was ^onnA be a lon^ dA^ And 
X wAn+ed +0 conserve ny eneray. 






Mom ^rke<l -tfie rfroller rvear -t^e wove j>ool, wKkK 
WAS so crowded you could torel^ eveh see -fKe w«»+er. 
A^r we pu+ on our sorkscreeh ohd ^ouhd a ^Uce 
+0 Si+, I /el+ <» ftw rAihdroj>s, orid "tfieh X Keord 
•l^ohder. XKeh aY\ orkhoohcemerii came over -l^e 


loods^eoker. 


f DUE TO LIGWTMNG, TTC SUPSUDE WATER S 
> PARK IS NOW CLOSED. "mANK VOO FOR 
COMING, AND HAVE A NICE DAY. 









Mrthiry +rlecl +o eh+er+aih cveryohc ly icllih^ jokes. 
A+ ■firs^ Pad were er>cocr«^V>^ Kim. 



But after a wKile^ Mahhys jokes didn’t even 
make sense. 



vie were low on ^as, so we Kad +o tom off tKe 
air conditioner and wait for tKe ^rkin^ lot to 
clear o^. 



fAow sKc Ka<J <» KeadacKe, i»hd s^e wtsrd +o 
+^ie tack +0 lie dowh. A>^ koor l«+er +ra-f/ic -fihaiy 
+ki»\hed ovi, ahd we oh+o +ke Ki^kway. 

vie s+o^^ed -for qhs, ahd al>oo+ -forty-five riihu+es 
Irt+er we were lv)PTe. Pad +old f*« +o wake Mor*i 
t>o+ wkeh X looked i>^ +ke back ofi +Ke s+a+ioh 
wa^oh, Mom wash+ +Kere. 



For a -few mihw+es hokody khew wfiere ske weh-t-. 
■IVich we realized +Ke ohiy ^lace sfie coold ke was 
a-t -tke s+a+iot^. Ske mos-tVe ^o+teh ow+ -to use 
■tke ka-tkroom wkeh we s+o^ped/ ahd riokody ho+iced. 

Sore ehoo^k, +Ka+*s wkere ske was. Vie were ^Ud 
+0 see ker, kirt X dori+ +ki>^k ske was +oo ka|>^y 
+0 see US. 




^\om <Ji<Jh’+ rwlly say ahy+Kih^ oh +Ke ride tack. 
Some+Kih^ +ells me sKe’s Kad Ker ^lil o-f family 
+o^c+kcrhcss for a wKilc, and +Ka+*S ^ood^ 
tecausc X kaVe, +oo. 

Suhday 

X really wisK we didh’+ ^ oh +t»a+ +ri^ yes+erday, 
because if we s+ayed komc, my f sK would s+ill be aLVe. 

Before we lcf^ for our +ri^ X ftd my fisbv, ahd Mom 
soid X should ^d l^dricks fish, +oo. Rodrick’s fish 
was ih a bowl oh +o^ of +he refr^era+or, ahd X*m 
^re+^y sure Kxlrick h<»dh'+ fed his fish or cleahed 
+he bowl ohce. 



X +KiV>k l^cjrick’s fisK w«s livih^ off of +Ke ol^oe 
^rowih^ on +Ke ^loss. 



VJKeh we hone from +he w<*+cr ^ark, X 
wcn+ s+roi^h+ +o +he ki+chcn +o feed ny fish. 
Bo+ he was ^one, and <+ wasn+ a n^s+ery 
wKa+ ha^j>ened +o hin. 




X 3 *^® ^ rnuS+Ve tech a+ ry -food, 

tecAuse pod asked r>« wKa+ was wroh^. X +old Kim 
X was toripied oirt because py -fisK died. Pad said 
Ke didh+ really khow wKa+ +o say because Ke’d 
hever Kad a pe+ die be/ore. 



He said Ke used +o Kave a do^ rvjmed wKe»\ Ke 

was a kid, l>v+ HirHy rah awa^ +0 a birHerfl^ fartn. 



I’ve Keard Pad +ell -tWs sarie s+ory afcovt MirHy 
ahd "tfie tnrHer'fly farn a nillloh -hmes, l>o+ X didh’+ 
wahha be rude ahd cu+ Kin off. 


TKeh (Srahd^ s^wke up ahd said Ke Kad a "cohfessioh" 
+9 nake. He said -tKai UvHy didh+ adually ruh away 
+0 a bo++erfly fam. Grahdpa said wKa+ REALLY 
Kappehed was -tKai Ke accideh+ally rah over -iKe d<^ 
wKeh Ke was backa^ Kis a»r 00+ of -tKe driveway. 




s<ti<i Ke tirKcr^y farn s+ory 

so Kc K«»Ve +0 +cll Pad +^c ■h'o+K, tu+ +K<»+ 

W)w -tKey could Kave a ^ood Uo^K over i+. 



But pad was He told us to ^ct ih tKc car, 

air\d Ke Ic^t Grandpa witK tKe fcill for truncK. Pad 
didn’t say anythin^ on tKe way Konc. He jost 
dropped us off at tKe Kouse and drove away. 



pad was ^ne for a lon^ tirne, and I was starting 
to tKirik wayKe Ke was ^nna just take tKe rest of 
tKe day for Kirnself. But Ke sKowed up an Kour 
later carryir^ a cardboard t>ox. 



P<»(i ^0+ +Kc box oh -fKt floor, ah<i believe H- or 
ho+, +Kere was <x CXDG ih +Kere. 



Mom ciiclh+ seem +oo +Krille<i +K<»+ Pad weh+ out 
ahd bou^K'l' a do^ wi+Kou+ cKeckih^ wi+K Ker flrs+. 
I doh’+ +Kihk Pad K<»s ever eVeh boo^K+ a j>air 
of pah+s flor Kimselfl wi+Kow+ ^e+tih^ Mom’s OK 
befloreKahd. X +Kihk sKe could see +Ka+ Pad 
was Kay^y, so sKe le+ Kim keep i+. 

A+ dihher Mom said we sKould come up wi+K a hame 
flor +Kc do^. 









X Qi/tss +K<»+’s wKa+ yoo ^c+ wKeh you sev\<J +Ke 
wors+ speller lin 4 >c ftxtrAy o-ff +o do your errands. 

Vledir>esd«>^ 

X was reaiy Ka^^y wKeh we ^o+ our do^ a+ ■firs+, 
l)u+ how X'ri s+ar+ih^ +o KaVe second +K0U2K+S. 

do^s ac+uaiy l)cen driving nt craz.^. A ^tw 
n<^K+S a^o a corv^rcial carie on TV, and i+ 
showed sor>>e ^^Kers ^o^^in^ in and out 0/ -ifveir 
Koles. Swee+ie seer>ed ^re+iy in+eres+ed in +K<»+» so 
Pad said — 



■T^<»+ ^0+ Swee+ie all riled uj), and Kc s+ar+ed 
l)arkir^ a+ +Ke TV. 



Mow Swct+;e Uks «+ +Ke TV CONSTANTLY, 

<*^<1 +Ke oriy ■tK<»+ 3C+S Kim +0 s+op is wKen 

+Ke coninerd(»l wi+K -t^c ^^Kcrs cones tack oh- 



Bo+ wKa+ reaiy bo^s nc <»t)oo+ +Kc (io^ is +K<»+ Kc 
likes +0 sleep ih ry Ud, ahd X’n rt-fr<»i<J Ke’ll bi+e 
ry b>(»h<l off if X "hy +0 noVe Kin. 



Ahd Ke <loesh+jos+ sleep ih ry beX sleeps 
ri^K+ snack ih +Ke nidXe. 




pad cones ih ry room a+ 7-’00 every monrMhg +o 
+ake Swee+ie oo+. bi;+ X ^uess me and +Ke do^ 
KaVe some+Kih^ in connon, l>ecaose Ke doesh*+ like 
^e++/ir^^ 00+ o-f feed ih +Ke morWh^, ei+Ker. So Pad 
+orw +ke li^K+s oh ahd off +o +ry +o make +Ke 
do^ wake o^. 




Yes+cr<i<*^ Pa<i cool(Jir>’+ ^e+ Swee+ic +o ^ oo+si<Je, 
so Ke -tried soMe■ti^ir^^ hew. He weh-l- -to -tKe -froh-t 
oi -tKe Koose ahd rah^ -tKe doorfcell, wKicK rnade 
■hKe do^ sKoo+ otrt- oi ted like a rocke■^. 


^e ohl^ ^rotlem was, Ke used rny face as a 
laohckih^ ^ad. 



^AAhA^WT- - 

<<ding dongs 
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bark 
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X-t" noS-t-Ve been raihih^ o(rtside -Hvs f*iorhih^, because 
wKeh Swee-tie came back ih ke was skiVenVg ahd 
soakih^ we-t. Ikch ke -tried -t-o ^e-t ohder -tkc covers 
wrtk me -to ^-t warm. Luckily, -tke muddy kahd kas 
^iveh me a lo+ of ^rac+ke wi-tk -tkis sort of -tkih^, 
so X was able -to keey kim ou-t. 




■IVursJdiy 

"IKis f^nrkVi^ pad wash’+ afcle +o ^e+ do^ ou\ 
oi ry Ud ho pia++er WHAT Ke -tried. So \\t weh-t 
■to work, ahd at>ov+ ah Koor U-ter Swee-tie woke me 
0^ -to -take Kim ou-tside. X wra^^d rysel-f ih ry 
fclahke-t ahd "tKeh le-t -tKe do^ ow+ -tKc froh-t door 
ahd woi+ed for Kim -to do Kis fcosihess. Bw+ Swec-hc 
deodcd -to make a ruh for i+, ahd X Kad -to cKose 




You khow, X was <»c+oi»iy KttVih^ a ^re+1y <Jeceh+ 
surv*icr uh+ll Swec+« writ Aloh^. He's ruiWng -l^c 
•two -Hm>> 3 S -1^+ art -tKc rios+ imj>or+ah+ +o me: 
+tleViSion afvl sltc^. 

ArvJ you klrv)w Kow Pa<J is always oh my 

cast al>ou+ lyih^ aroohd all day? Vltll, Swtt+it is 
+wict as fcad as mt, to+ Pad's CRAZY atoo+ 
+Ka+ do^. 



X doh’+ -tKihk +Kt ■fttlihg is mw+ual, -Hvhi^K. Pad 
is always "hyih^ +o ^t+ +Kt do^ +o ^Vt Kim a kiss 
oh +Kt host, 1)0+ Swtt+it woh+ do i+. 



"Uve ohy j)ersoh Swec+ie really likes is Mon> eVeh 
+Koo^K sKe Iwrcy ^Ays Kira ahy a++eh+ioh. A>^<i X 
cdh +ell +K<»+’s s+<»r+ih2 +o drive Pad a li++ie hu+s. 






I i'lOfjni &hce ptt<l rea<Js "tW conks, X n/^i as well 






X woolj’ve wri++eh <x bohcK o-f comks l<»s+ iru^K+, 
t>u+ Swee+ie was driving r« craz.^ atvl X cool<ih+ 
coixch+ra+e. 


VJKilc X was (irawiVi^, +Kc <io^ was si++ih^ oh 
pillow Iickih0 KiS ^aws ah(l Kis 't’o*!/ Ahci Ke was 
really ^e-Hth^ ih+o i+. 



VJKchcvcr Swec+ie does +Ka+, X Kove +o renenter 
+0 -t^e pillow over w^eh X 30 +o bed. Las+ 
hi^K+ X for^+, ahd wKeh X loy dowh X ^u+ ny 
Kead ''<3^+ oh +Ke we+ s^o+. 

S^eakih0 of lickih^, Swee+ie -fihally kissed Pad 
las+ hi^^i. X+*s probably because Pad b>ad po+a+o 
cKips oh Kis brea+K, ahd X +Kihk do^ KaVe ah 
ao+oria+ic respohse +0 +Ka+ sor+ of +Kih^. 




X <ii(ih’+ K(»Vt +Ke Keart +o +ell P(»(i -tK<»+ Swee+ic 
Kad jus+ s^eir\+ +Kc yas+ Kol'f Koor oh ry pillow 
lickih^ Kis rear ehj. 

A,*\yv/ixy, X*w Ko^ih^ X cah wri+e a -few norc 
comes +ohi^K+, Wausc X*ri ho+ ^ohha tc afcle to 
^ct ah^ work dohe toriorrow. 'Torwrrow’s tkc 
Fourth of Ju\y, ahd how is r»>akih^ tke wkole 
■family ^ to tKe towh ^ool. 

X tried to ^et oot of it, mostly {>ecause X waht 
to make it tKroo^k tKe Sommer witKoot Kavih^ to 
walk ^ast tKe sKower ^oys. Bot X tKihk Mom’s 
still Ko^ihg to Kave ohe perfect family day tKis 
summer, so tKere’s ho use -f^Ktih^ it. 



Four+K of July s+«»r+e<l ou+ ^re+iy rou^K. VJKeh 
X ^0+ +0 "Hve ^ool, X +rie<i +o -tKrou^K - 4 >c 
locker room as (quickly as X coulX Bu+ ■H^c slower 
^uys were really c^a^^y, ah<J -t^ey <li<in+ make i+ 
easy oh me. 



"iFeh ?^m +ol<J me sKe left Ker subclasses out ih 
the car, so X Kad to ^ BACK tk>roucK tKe 
slower area to tKe ^arkih^ lot. X wore l^m’s 
subclasses ob tke returb tri^ to make it clear X 
wasb’t ibteresteci ib cobVersatiob, fcut tKat (Jidb’t 
work out so coo<i, either. 











A-f+er X 30+ ^c»s+ +Kc locker room, (ll(jr>’+ 

^6+ a wKole I0+ t>e++cr. 'tkie scene was Ji/S+ at)ot/+ 
Kow X remen>tcre<i i+, exce^+ f*iore crowded. X 
^oess everyone KaJ +^e sar>>e idea +0 spend +Ke 
Xoor+k a+ +ke pool. 



^e only +inc +Ke pool cleared 00+ was wKen +l>e 
li'fe^uard called a fifteen-nino+e res+ break and all 
+Ke kids Kad +0 ^e+ oirt of +Ke water. 

X tKink tKe idea behind rest breaks is to ^ive 
adults a little tirne to enjoy tbve pool, but X don’t 
know Kow tKey’re supposed to relax witK tb>ree 
Hundred kids waiting for tKe break to be over. 





VJKch X was yooh^cr X ose<l +o Jos+ qo swim ih 
+V»e tat>^ pool (JonVv^ +Ke -fi'f+eetr»-miiM/+e rts+ 
treak, koi +Ka+ was fcc-forc X khew wKa+ weh+ 
oi^ ih +Kerc. 



"TV^e ot^y area of +Kc pool +Ka+ wash+ a compic+e 
madKoose was +Kt deep end, and +Ka+s wKere +Kc 
diving fcoards arc. X Kaven+ keen in +^c deep end 
since X was ei^K+ years old, wKen Hodrick +alked 
me in+o jumping off +Ke dive. 


Ro«iric|c was always +ryih^ +o ^ 6 + me +o Jom^ off 
+Ke tliVe, 1 >K+ - 4 >«»+ +all ladder really scared 
me. He +olcl me X heeded +o coh<^oer my fears or 
X*d hever become a mah. 



'Tb\eh ohe day ^drick +old me ■tKa+ -fHere was a 
clowh a+ +He +o^ of -H>e divih^ board wKo was 
Kahdih^ OU+ free +oys, ahd ■ 4 >a+ my a++eh+ioh. 


Bv+ by +Ke +ime X realized Rodrick was foil of 
balohey, i+ was +oo U+e. 






-io^Ay tAom ^0+ everyone +o^e+Ker +o ^ 
+0 +^e picnic area {>ecause +Key were giving ou+ 
■free wa+errielon. 


Bir+ X*Ve 00+ A fear of wa+ermeloh, +oo. Ro<irick 
is always +ellin0 nt +Ka+ if you ea+ +Ke seetis, 
+Ken a wa+crnelon will ^row ih your s+ornac^. 




X (Joh+ ki^w if Ke’s +ellih^ +Kc +ro+K or ho+, l>u+ 
school's ohiy a cookie of rnoh+Ks away, So X’p» ho+ 
willi>\^ +0 +akc -tKe risk. 



VlKcn i+ s+ar+ed ^e++irv^ dark, cveiyohc ytA +Ktir 
klahkc+s 00+ or\ +ke law^ +o wa+ck +ke ■fireworks 
display, vie sa+ s+arin^ a+ +kc sky ■for a loh^ 
+ifne, tut ho+kir^^ was Ka^^thiri^- 

'TKch somcorvc car>e oh +Ke loudspeaker ahd said 
+Ka+ +Ke skow was canceled fcecaose sorieohe lef+ 
+ke fireworks oo+ ih +Ke raih las+ hi^K+ ahd +^ey 
^0+ soaked. Sof^ li++le kids s+ar+ed +o cry, so a 
couple of ^rowh-ups -tried +o crea^te +Keir owh 
fireworks skow. 







ToesJy 

"TIm's ronrvh^ I was sit+iin^ <t+ +Ke ki+cKev> +(»l)le 
+Kroo^K +Ke comics, alnj X came across 
some-tk»in^ +Ka+ almos+ made me s^i+ oo+ my cereal. 



X+ was a -two-^a^e l>ack-+o-scKool ad, i'i^K+ wKere 
any kid coold see i+. 



BACK TO SCHOOL 

S^ociUOdt Saie^/ ■ 

Save on: slocks, v-neck sweoters, 
dunflorees, pleotM skirts, vests, ond ■7iTna 
mud), mud) morel 

I ONLYATMORi^ 


X can+ believe i+’s ac+oally LEGAL +o run a 
back-+o-scKool ad +wo mon+Ks before scKool 
s+ar+s. Airsyone wbio would do +ha+ kind of +Kit^3 
mos+ really no+ like kids. 





X’m Sure t<»ck-+o-scKool ads are ^nha s+ar+ 

0^ all over +Ke ^lace how, ahd +Ke hex+ 
+Kih^ ycM khow, Mom is ^ohha ke +ellih^ me i+*s 
+ime +o ^ clo+l^es sko^^ih^. Ahd wi+k Mom, 
+Ka+s ah all-da^ affair. 



So X asked Mom if Pad could +ake me clo+Kes 
sko^^ih^ ihs+ead, ahd sKe said yts. X -t-Kibk 
sKe saw i+ as some kihd of fa+Ker-soh kohdih^ 
o^^or+uhi-ty. 


But X +old pad ke could jus+ ^ wi+Kou+ me ahd 
^ick OU+ wka+ever ke wah+ed. 



VJell, THAT was a Junt rnoVc, l>ecaose Pad did 
all o-f Kis a+ +Ke ^Karrnac^. 



Before X saw +Ka+ ad, ry da^ was tad ehoo^l^ 
already* X+ raided a^oih +Kis i*iorrtt>»^, so Swee+ic 
■fried ■^o ^e-l- oirwlcr ■^Ke covers wi-^K me a^+er Pad 

■^ook kirn oo■^. 

X ^uess X mos+Ve teeh a li++le o-ff my ^ame, 
because do^ fouhd a ^a^ te+weeh -^^e tlahke-|- 
ahd •^Ke ted ahd marva^ed ■I’o 2e■^ -^^^rou^^. 

A^^d le-|- me -^ell you, -fKere's ho+twVg more -ferri^ir^ 
•ttvai^ teirg -fra^)^ Uhder your covers wearii^^ horffwi^ 
tu+ uhderwear wrtti a we-h do^ crawlilr^^ all over you. 




X wrtS s+cwih^ <x^o*A +l>e ahd +K<»+ t<»ck-+o- 
scKool <»<1 wKerv ry wKole d<»y +orhcd aroohd. ^Wn 
l^dd ^rih+ed oo+ sop* ^ic+ores fron +Ke Xoor+K, 
<»hd sKe left tKem oh +^»e ki+cKeh +<»l>le. 


X>^ one of +Ke ^it+ores you could see a lifeguard in 
+Ke tack^round. X+ was a lit-He Kard +o tell, t)u+ 
X’p> pretty sure tKe lifeguard was He^t^er Hills. 
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X+ was so crow<le<i a+ +Kt ^ool ^es+crja^ +Krt+ X 
<li<Jh’+ evch irw+ice -4«c li^t^oartjs. A»vi i-f +K<»+ really 
WAS Hca-iKer tills / X cari’+ Relieve X r^'ssetj Ker. 

Hea+Kcr H'lls is +Ke sis+er of Holly H'Hs, wKo is ohc 
of +Kc CO+CS+ ^irls ih ry class. Bv+ Hca+Kers in 
HIGH scKool, wKicK is a wKole <Jiffcren+ league 
+Kan riitldle scKool. 


HEAWER 



XKis Hta+Ker H'lls -H^in^ is cKan^n^ my whole 
^ers^ec+ive on +he +own ^ool. Xn fac+, X w 
s+ar+in^ +o re+hink my whole SUMMER. Xhc Jo^ 
has rtiined all -the fun of hein^ a-t horie, an<l X 
realized -tha-t if X don’+ do some-thin^ <^uick, X 
won-t have anythin^ ^ood "to say ahovt my Vaca-tion. 




So s+«r+ih^ +or*iorrow X’w Kave a wKole rvcw 

a+ti+udc. Af'*! Koj>c/ull^ ly +Kc +<>« X 3^+ fc<*ck 

+0 scKool, XU Kavc a scKool ^iri^riehci, +00. 


Viejhfcsday 

Mom was really Ka^^y X was willih^ +0 ^o +0 +Ke 
pool wi+K Kcr av%<l Mahhy +o<lay, arwJ sKc said sKe 
was proud X was finally pu-f+ih^ my family in 
fron+ of video ^ames. X didn+ mcn+ioh H^o+Ker 
Hills +0 Mom, t)ecause X don’+ heed l^cr ^e++ih^ in 
+Ke middle of my love life. 



VJKeh we ^0+ +Kerc, X wAh+cd +o ^ s+r<»i^K+ +o 
+Ke pool area ah(i see if Hw+Ker was oh <iirty. Bu+ 
+Kcn X realirej X’d be++er U preparc<i in case 
sKe was. 

So X rnx^t. a pi+ s+op in -t^e ta-tKroon an<l la-tf*re<i 
ryself in son+an oil. 'n>cn X <li<i “ toncK of posK-ops 
an(i sii^ops +0 really make my muscles pop. 


X was proUkly in -tWre for aWt f'fteen mint/+es. X 
was cKecking myself oo+ in +Ke mirror wKen X Kear<i 
someone in a s+all clear Kis ■tKroa+. 




Viell, +K<»+ was emlxirrassih^, Ucaust i+ 

r«ah+ wKoever was ih +Kere could see ne -flexih^ in 
■fron+ o( +Kc piirror -tV^e wKole iime. And if +Ka+ 
person was an^Kin^ like ME, Ke couldn+ +o 
+Ke ta+Kroon un+il Ke Kad con^le+e ^rivac^. 

X -figured +Ke person in +l^e s+all cooldn+ see my 
face, so a+ leas+ Ke didn’+ know wKo X was. X 
was JUS+ al)ou+ +o sli^ ou+ of +Ke l>a+Kroom wKen 
X Keard f^m a+ +Ke fron+ of +Ke locker room. 



Mom wan+ed +o know wKa+ +ook me so lon^ and 
wKy X looked so "sKiny," i)u+ X was already 
looking ^as+ Ker and scanning +Ke lifeguard 
s+ands +0 see if He^+Ker Hills was on deck. 



Sure sKc was. X wch+ ri^K+ over +o 

^er rthd parked ryself ohdenr\e<»+K Ker cKaJr. 


E-Very orvce iVv « wKile X’d some+Kih^ wiH-y, 
ohd X +Ki>xk X WHS de^hi+ely in^ressiVv^ Ker. 


/^OES MRS. ARCIAGA ' , 
/ REALLY -miNK ITS A 
GCXDO IDEA TO WEAR A 
BIKINI WHEN SUES 
V EIGHT MONTHS 
t^EGNANT? 



X’d 3e+ Hca+^er a hew cop of wa+er wKeheVer /+ 
looked like sKe heeded a refill, ahd every +irne some 
kid woold do Some+Kih^ wroh^, Xd speak op So 
Hea-tf»cr didh’+ KaVe +o. 



VlKer%ever Heo+Kers sKi/+ ehded, X’d /ollow Ker -(•o 
Ker »>eK+ s+a+loh. 6-Vety /oor+K -iine., I’li eh<l ir^ 
ih •froh+ of wKere Mom was si++ih^. Af'fi le+ me 
+ell yoo, ;+*s ho+ CAsy +o te smoo+K wKeh your 
mo+Ker is si+tih^ ^iVe fee+ Away. 






Vlftdncstlay 

XW Ue»-i <H»+ wi+K Hw+Ker every sih^le 

day (or +Ke ^as+ week. 

X realized my ■frierids a+ scKool will r\ever l>elieve 
i+ wKen X +cll +Kcf*> akou'i' ne ahd Hw+Ker, so X 
asked +o +ake a ^ic+ure of r^ie s+ahdir»3 rvc*+ 
+0 "tV^e li^t^oard cKoir. 

l^m didr»+ K<»Ve Ker car>iera, so sKe Kad +o use Ker 
cell ^Ivjhe. Bw+ s^e cooldh+ ^^ore oirt ^ow +o +ake 
a ^ic+ure wi+K i+, ar\d X ehded s+ahdirvg -iKere 
(or a loh^ +ine lookih^ like a fool. 






X ^lw»lly ^0+ Mom +0 ^ress +Ke tu-Hon +o 

+<»kc d pic+orc, 1)0+ wKch sKe did, +Ke camera was 
^oih+ed +Ke wroh^ way arvd sKe iook a ^ic+ore of 
Kcrsel'f. See, +Kis is wKy X always say +Ka+ 
+ecKholo^y is was+cd oh ^rowh-u^s. 


X 30+ Mom +0 ^oih+ camera a+ me, t>o+ r^V)+ d+ 
+Ka+ momeh+ Ker ^he rarg ahd sKe ahswered i+. 



Mom +alked ■for al)oo+ five mihu+es, ahd t>y +Ke 
+ime sKe was dohe, Hea+Ker was oh +0 Ker hex+ 
sKif+. Bo+ +Ka+ didh+ S+o^ Mom from +akih^ +Ke 
^ic+ure ahyway. 



frijay 

Relvir^ oh for ry ride +o -tfiC ^ool is s+or+ih^ 
+0 tecofnc <» problem. Morn doesh’+ w<*h+ +o ^ +o 
+Ke ^ool every dy, <»hd w^eh s^»e DOES sKe 
ohiy s+oys a few Iwrs. 

X like +0 ke 0+ +Ke ^ool iron +Ke +ir>ic i+ o^ens 
uh+il +Ke +ir*»e i+ closes So X coh noxir^ze ny 
+irne wi+K HM+Ker. X w<»sh'+ dl>oo+ +o osk 
Rodrick +0 drive me +o +lie ^ool ih his voh 
kecoose he olways makes me si+ ih +he hack, ahd 
+here are ho sea+s. 





One of oor nci^Kbors left <» tike oo+ ty +ke cort^ 
and X +ook 1+ te-fore anyone else could* 



X rode +Ke tike Korne and parked i+ in +Ke 
^ara^e. ViKen Pad saw i+, Ke said i+ was a "^irl 
tike" and X should 3e+ rid of i+. 


Bu+ X*!! +ell you a+ leas+ +wo reasons a tike is 
te-Her -itian a toy tike, ^iumter one, ^irl tikes Kave 
ti^, cuskiony sea+s, and "H^a+s really in^ortan+ 
wKen you’re riding in your ta-ttwn^ sui+. 


GIRL SEAT 


BOY SEAT 

If 



A>^<J nomfccr +WO, ^'rl tikes Kavc +l>osc baske+s oh 
+t>c tirthciletars, wKicK are ^oo<i for carryih^ your 
video ^anes ahd soh+ah lo+ioh. Plus, ry bike carae 
wi+K a bell, ahd +Ka+ REALLY cor^ ih Kahdy. 



Mohday 

X ^vess X sKoold’ve khowh +Ka+ a bike +Ka+ 
was lef+ OU+ wi+K +Ke +rasK wash’+ ^ohha las+ 
Very loh^. 

X was ridih^ b»or*ie Prom +Ke ^ool ^es+erda^, ahd 
+Ke bike s+ar+ed ^e++ih^ all wobbly. "TKch +Ke 
proh+ wKeel ^o^^ed ^^^1+ off. So +oday X Kad 
+0 ask rAom Por a ride +o +Ke ^ool. 



VJKcn we +Kcrc, fAon s<»i<l X h<»<i +o +ttke 
l^rthhy wi+l> rne locker room. SKe s<»i(l 

Ke’s ^e-Hiri^ +oo old +o ^o 'rt\roo^K +Ke women’s 
locker room wi+K ^er, so X ^t^css +Kcy mus+ Kavc 
+ke same sKower si+oa+ior» ih +Kere as +Ke^ do iY\ 
+Ke meh’s locker room. 



X+ sKoold've +akeh al)oo+ •five secohds +o ^e-t 
hahhy •from ohe ehd of +Kc locker room +o +Ke 
o+Ker^ t)t/+ i+ +ook al>ow+ +eh mivurtes ihs+ead. 


hahhy ^oes everywhere wi+K Mom, so he h<»d 
heVer ac+ually BEEN ih a meh’s t>a+hroom before. 
He was really corious ahd wah+ed +o check every-thir>3 
00+. A+ ^oih-t X had +0 s+o^ him from washih^ 
his hahds ih +he orihal because X 3vess ht ■ihoo3h+ 
i+ was a sihk. 
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X {li<lh*+ w«h+ +0 K<*vc +0 waIIc +KroogK 

+Ke slower area ah<l see +l>e +KiV\^s X*ve scerv. So 
X 30+ a +owel 00+ o-f ny ta^ ahj was ^V\Vv» ^y+ 
i+ over Mahh^s tyts wKeh we walked past +Ke 
sKower ^lys. Bo+ iV\ +ke +wo secohds i+ +ook n>e +0 
^e+ r^y +owel, l^hhy was ^ohe. Ai^d goo’ll hever 
believe wKere Ke weh+. 



X khew X K<»d +0 rescue V^A'nry, so X closed ry 
eyes as +^K+ as X could <*hd weh+ ih +0 save kin. 










X kind of s+ei^cred over +o r\y s^o+ uhdcrnea+K 
Hcrt+Kers li^e^oard cKair. '^en X s+ar+ed iakin^ 
dee^ l>rc<»+Ss +o calm ryself down. 



I^ve minu+es la+er some kid wKo mos+ve ea+en +oo 
mocl> ice cream +Krew fceKind Hta+l^ers cKair, 
Hea+Ker looked i>eKind Kcr, and +Ken sl>e looked 
down like sKe was woi+in^ for me +o do some+King. 
X 3oess +V>e not»le +^\in^ +o do was +o clean +Ke 
mess for Hea+Ker, i)v+ -t^s w<*s really beyond "ibvt 
call of dirly. 

Anyway, X’ve been doing a lot of -funking la+ely, and 
X’ve realized ■lb»a+ X need +o le+ -ibws Sommer romance 
cool off a IrHie, 















SopTC+Kih^ <»t)ou+ +Ke wlvjle ihci<leh+ sccr«(i a li++lc 
+o me. X’m kiVwi of wohjcrih^ 1/ 1 + was a 
se+u^, wi+K Mom AinJ Mrs. Jefferson conspiring +0 
ge+ me And Kowley Wk +oge-^Ker. 

Believe me, Rowleys +Ke LAST person I WAn+ 
+0 spend A week wi+K. Bu+ +Ken I reAlized if I 
wen+ +0 +Ke keocK wi+K +Ke Jeffersons, I’d ge+ 
+0 ride +Ke CrAnium S^Aker. So mAyke my Sommer 
won’+ ke socK a kos+ Af+er a11. 

Monday 

I knew I mAde a mis+Ake cormng on +Kis keAcK 
+rip wKen I saw wKere we were s+Ayiir^. 



rules from +Vic fccrtcK. vie wei^+ ihsick +Ke cafciV, 
a>>l +Kere was ho TV or cori|>ir+er or ANYTHING 
wi-t^ a screeh oh i+. 



X askej wKa+ we were soj>pose<l +o <Jo for 
eh+er+aihneh+, ahd Mrs. Je/fersoh said — 






X +Koo^K+ +Ka+ w<»s <* ^oo(i 01^/ X was 
atout +0 +cll ^wlc^ Kis rnow was ^rc+ 1 y /uhhy. 
Bu+ sKc came tack a secohd la+er wi+K a tohcn oi 
reajih^ r^+crial. 



So +Ka+ jos+ CONFIRMED Mom was ih oh +Kis 

plah -from +Fe te^'hhih^. 


All +Free Je/^ersohs rca<i +Keir fcooks ri^F+ 
oh+il i+ was +ime +o ca+. Pihher was OK, l)o+ 
<lesser+ was aw'fol. Mrs. Je-f-fcrsoh is ohc o/ 

+Kose moms wko Shcaks Keal+Fy food ih+o yoor 
Shacks, ahd kcr trowhies were full of s^ihacK. 

X doh+ -tfiihk i+*s a ^ood idea +o ^rihd u^ Vc^c+atlcs 
ahd pu+ -tfvem ih kids’ dcsser+s, because +Keh 
doh’+ khow wb(a+ +Fe real +Kih2 is su^^osed +o 
+as+e like. 






A+ <»too+ ^'00 Mr. Jeffcrsoh +ol<l us i+ W4S +if*iC 
for feed. 'n%<»+’s wKein X -fouhd ou+ -t^c slee^iin^ 
si+urt+ioh i»+ +Kc Jc-ffersohs' catih was worse - 4 w»h 
+Ke eh+ertaiivneh+ si-hM+ioh. 


'TKere was cir\\y oinc feed, so X +old Rowley we ox/ld 
r«»ke a deal: VJe’d a coih, ahd ohe ^oy woold 36+ 
•tKe ked ahd -tKc o4»er woold sleep oh floor. 

Rowley +ook a look a+ +Ke cros-ly sKa^ carpe+ 
ahd deeded Ke didh’+ wah+ +0 risk i+. X deeded X 
wash’+ willih^ +0 sleep oh -lk>e floor, e+Ker. So X 
30+ ih+o ked wi-ikt Rowley ahd jKS+ s+ayed as flar 
away flrom Kin as possikle. 



Rowley s+ar+ed Shorih3 ri3K+ away, ko+ X was 
KaVih3 +rookle flallih3 asleep wi+K Kalfl ry kody 
Kah3ih3 off +Ke ked. X was flhally s+ar+ih3 +0 
drift off wKeh Rowley let 00+ a stream like Ke was 
keh3 at+acked. 




So Rowley’s ^arehts s^ch+ -iKe hcx+ -twch-ty mifw+es 
+ryiK\^ +0 crtim Kiri dowh t«ip>cl +ellih^ Kin i+ wt»s Jos+ 
A 1)«<1 (Jrtan Ahci +Kcrc really was rio cKickch. 



N\ol>o<l^ Ko+Kcred +o cKeck oh Kow X was doih^ 
a-f+cr fallih^ off +Kc feed oh+o ry face. 


Rowley s^eh+ -tKe res+ of +Kc hi^K+ sleej)ih^ ih Kis 
^areh+s’ roon, wKicK was fihe wi+K ne. because 
wi+KcHTt Rowley ahd Kis cKickeh dfeans +o kee^ me 
awake, X was akle +o ^e+ a ^ood hi^KVs slee^. 

Viedhesday 

X’ve Keeh s+uck ihside -tKis cafcih for +Kree days 
how, ahd XKi really s+ar+ih^ +o lose ny nihd. 



X*ve tceh -hyihg +o Mr. (»h<i Mrs. Jcfftrsoin 
+0 +<»kc os +0 +Ke bodrdwrtlk, ko+ +^ey soy i+s +oo 
"hasy" +Kere. 

X’vc htVer ^Dnt -H\is lon^ wr+Wxri- TV or com^o+crs 
or video ^ones, ohd X'w s+ortih^ +o -feel kind of 
des^ero+e. VJkch Mr. Jefferson works lo+e o+ ni^K+ 
on kis lo^+op, X sneok downs+oirs ond wo+tK Kin 
Jos+ +0 2e+ o ^lin^se of +Ke oo+sidc world. 



X’ve +ried +o gei Mr. Jefferson +o le+ me ose 
KiS U^+o^ o coople of +ines, ko+ Kc soys i+s Kis 
"work com^o+er" ond Kt doesn’t wont ne +o ness 
ony+Kin^ o^. Lost ni^K+ X wos o+ ny fcreokin^ 
^oin+, so X did sone+Kin^ o little risky. 



VJV>ein Mr. Jefferson 30+ up +0 use -t^e l>a- 4 >roon, 
X Jumpc<i c»+ ry cKtthce. 



X ra++le<i off an c-nail +0 Mom as <^uick as X 
could, -^^^ev^ ran ups+airs aivl go+ ih+o i>ed. 

TO: Beffley, Susan 
SUBJECT: SOS 

HELP HELP GET ME OUT OF HERE THESE 
PEOPLE ARE DRIVING ME CRAZY 


VJWi^ X came downs+aJrs for kreakfasi -tWs morhJhg, 
Mr. Jefferson didn’+ look +00 Kappy +0 sec me. 









X+ +urvvs 0O+ +Krt+ X se^+ +K<»+ c-n<»il •frow Mr. 
Jt#ersohs work rtccoi;h+, c»h<l Mon answered fcack. 


TO: Jefferson, Robert 
SUBJECT: RE: SOS 


Family vacations can be a challenge! 
Is Gregory not behaving himself? 

- Susan 

X +Ko«^K+ Mr. Je-fferson was ^nna really le+ ne 
kave i+, htA Ke didn't say any+Kin^ a+ all. XKcn 
Mrs. Jefferson said nayke we coold 30 -to -tfie 
l>oardwalk la+er on +Kis afternoon and spend an 
Koor or two tKere. 



Viell, tKats all X was ever asking for. A few 
Koors is all X really need. 



X-f X cAh Jos+ ridft +Ke Crohii/n Shaker oVvcc, X’H 
feel like +Kis +ri'p w<»sh’+ <x +o+<»l was+e of +iW. 

fri'jay 

X’ri wkck Kone fron -^ve keacK -two Ja^s early, ah<i 
if you wanfv» kr^ow -tKe reasoh wKy, i-t*s kihq of a 
loh^ s-tory. 

"TKe Jeffersohs -took ne ahj Rowley -to -tl>e 
boardwalk yes-ter<Jay aftemooin. X wah-ted -to go 
oh -tKe Crahiuni SKaker rigK-t away, birt -tb»e lihe 
was -too lohg, so we decided "to ge-t some food ahd 
come back la-ter. 

vie go-t Some ice cream, birt Mrs. Jefferson only 
ordered one cone for -tb»e foor of oS -to sKare. 




Mom 3<*ve mt +Kir+^ (iolUrs +o «+ +Ke 

tedcK, «h(J X tlew +weh-ty o-f i+ oh +Kis ohe 
carhival ^ame. 

X was +ryih^ +0 wih a ^iahi s+o-f/cd ca+er^illar, 
t>o+ X +Kihk +Ke^ kave +kosc ^ames ri^^cd so 
you cah*+ succeed. 



^wlev wa+cked me tlow my -tweh-ty dollars > ahd 
+Keh he asked kis dad +o l)uy Kim -the EXACT 
same ^ah+ ca+er^illar a+ a sKo^ he*+ door. Ahd 
■^Kc +K(h3 +Ka+ really s+lhks is +Ka+ i+ ohiy cos+ 
Kim +eh tucks. 



I +Kiink Mr. Jefftrsoirv Js a fcig mis+ak« 

wi+K a r«ve like -ti>a+. ^iow Kowlc^ /cels like a 
wihTier ever» +koo^K Ke ish’+. 


X've Kad 


owr* exoeri* 


Ki+fi +Ka+ sor+ oi 





bu+ +Kc Judges <}i<lh+ p>e. A>^<J <*+ +Ke 

chd of +Kc irv^K+, X 30+ A /irs+-pUcc rittoh, 

wKicK ry ^<»reh+s K<*h<lc<J +0 pie. 




EVERYOtSE. wrtlkcfi Wi+h ^rsi-^Uce 
riW>ohs, eveh Xorvy U»m, wKo 30+ +umet| <»roo*vj in 
+Kc l>acks+roke <*v%<i swam +Kc wroh^ way. 



VtXJARE 

WINNER 

TO US! 





ViKch X Komc, X was cohEuScX Bu+ +Keir» 
Rodrick saw me wi+K my ■firs+-^lace CKam^ions 
rll>t>oh, and Kc ^aVe me +Ke scoo|>. 


^dfick +old me +Ke CKamj)ions mee+ is jms+ a 
scam pu+ on l>y ^aren+s +0 make +Keir kids /eel 
like winners. 







A-f+cr +Ke c<*+er^ilUr +Kih^ we jos+ wall:c<l 
down +Ke Ixjrtrdwalk, wdi+ih^ -for +Ke lihe -for +Ke 
CraWur> SKaker +o ^ dow)v "U\cn X smh sone+kii^ 


+K<»+ 30+ ry a 


X+ was +Ka+ ^rl -from l^drlcks ke^ckaih ^ic+orc. 
Bu+ Here’s -tHc SHe wash’+ a real j)ersori. 

SHe was a CARDBOARD CUTOUT. 



X -fcli like ah i(lio+ /or ever +Hihkih3 +Ha+ sHe was 
a real ^irl. "THeh X realized X could t«y r*iy OVl^^ 
keycHaih ^ic-H»re ahd ingress all +He ^uys a+ scHool. 
X rni0H+ eveh ke akie +0 riake Sorie mohey 
cHar^ih^ +Hen +0 look a+ i+. 



X ry /ive Wks alvl ^ose<i -for ry ^Ko+o. 
Uh^or+urvj+ely, +Ke Je/fersohs ^0+ ih+o ■^^e ^ic+ure 
WITH me, so how ry soovehir kc^cKaih is prc+iy 
mocK wo r+^less. 



I WAS rcrtiy mAcl, 1 ) 0 + X forgot aII a1)oo+ i+ wKeh 
X SAW +Ka+ +Ke lihc for +Ke CrAhiom S^Akcr was 
dowh +0 A ^ew ^eo^le. X fAh over +o +Ke ri<Je Ahd 
osed ry 1as+ /ive dolUrs +o yy 'for a +icke+. 


X +Koo^l>+ l^wley WAS ^2^+ fceKihd me, l)o+ Ke 
WAS KAh^ih^ Wk a1)oo+ +eh ^ee+. X ^vess Ke was 
+00 scAreJ +0 ^ oh. 


KbK 



X WAS s+«r+ih^ +0 lv»Ve second +Koo^K+s ryst\f, 
to+ 1+ WAS +00 U+e. AAer +^e ri<le o^erA+or 
s+rA^y)C<l rTC Ih, Ke lockeil +Kc ca^c Ahd X kirvew 
+Kcrc WAS ^>0 +l;rYMVv0 l)Ack. 



Vlcll^ X wisK X K<*<i s^eh+ norc +>« wa+cKiI^ wKa+ 
+Kc CrAhit/m S^Aker ac+w» 1 I^ DID +o a ^ersoh, 
kecAuse X i^Vtr wool<iVe ^o++eh o)r\ if X KaJ. 



X+ you Upside dowh <»l>ot/+ a r^'llioh +ifnes ahd 
+Keh +Krows yot» +ow<»rd +Ke ^rootvl so yoor -fdce is 
atooi si* iiTK^es •from +Ke ^averne>^+. i+ sends 
^00 s^innin^ backward i/^ +o +Kc sky a^ain. 

Air'd +Ke wKole +>« +Ke ca^e you’re in is creaking, 
and <»ll +Ke bol+s look like +Key’re abou+ +o tone 
loose. X iried +o ^e+ soneone +o s+o^ -^Ke ride. 







1 + was +Kc mos+ hauseous X'vc ever fel+ ih ry 
A>vl wKeh X sa^ +K<»+, X meah ever> piore +KaV\ 
a/+er X KaJ +o ^e+ Mahhy ow+ of -tKe slower area 
a+ +Ke +owh ^ool. Xf +Kis is wKa+ i+ iakes +o U a 
"nari," X <Jefit^+ely ho+ ready ye+. 


VJVveh +Ke ride fihaiy ehded, X could twrely walk. 
So X sa+ down on a kencK and wai+ed for -tkie 
koardwalk +o s+o^ s^innin^. 



X s+a^ed +Kere a lon^ +/p« and focused on "iTyin^ 
no+ +0 +l>row u^, wKile Rowley rode sor>e rides 
+Ka+ were more Kis s^eed. 




AAer Rowley was cior« wJ+K Kis kiddie rides, Kis 
d<»d l>oo^K+ Kim <» Walloon ahd a sKir+ fron 

+Ke souvehir sKo^- 



A K«»l^ Koor la+er X was filial ly ready +o +ry 
S'l’aridirt^ ahd walkih^ arouhd a^aih. Bu'^ wKeh 
X 30+ on my •feei, Mr. Je'ffersoh said i+ was 
+ime +0 30. 

X <»sked Kim i'f we coold jos+ j)lay a few 3ames ih 
-tKe arcade, ahd Ke said OK eveh ■lKoo3K Ke didr'*+ 
seem Ka^^ a{>ow+ i+. 

X Kad s^eri+ all +Ke mohey Mom 3ave me, so X +old 
Mr. Jeffersoh ■lweh 4 y dollars woold ^rolwtly do i+. 
Bi>+ all Ke was willir^ +0 offer me was a dollar. 
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X +nihk +ne arcade was +oo loud for Mr. arid Mrs. 
Jeffcrsoh, so +Key didr>+ wah+ +o ^o iViside. XKc^ 
told us +0 Qo in ly ourselves arid meef +Ken ou+side 


X wehf +0 f^e l>ack of f^e arcade, where fficy 
have +his 3ar^ called Xhuvvjer Vol+. X s^eh+ atou+ 
fifiy dollars ori +ha+ ^ame las+ ytor, ar\d X 30+ 
the hi^K score. X wan+ed ^wley +0 see ry name 
»+ fhe +op o'f -the list, because X wah+ed +0 show 
hiri wha+ i+ was like +0 wih sone+hiri^ wi+houf i+ 
beiria har\ded +0 vou. 




VJell, ny hc»r« wos s+ill <»+ +Ke +o^ of +Kc lis+, l>v+ 
•tV»e person wKo +Ke NEXT Ki^Kts+ score 
rnos+’vc t>ech Jcoloos +^e^ cool(iri+ l)ert+ nc. 

I I f HIGH SCORES ^ I I 


1. GREG HEFFIEY. 25330 

2. IS All IDIOT.2531B 

3. IRRHERD 71.24200 

4. RECKLESS 22100 

5. CRRUEHI.21500 

G. POKECHIMPSO.21250 

7. WILD DOG.21200 

0. ZIPPY.. 20300 

9. SHRRL CRRL.20100 

^0. LEIGHflnDBEUI 19250 


X +Ke r^cKihc +o -fry <»h<J wi^c oo+ -t^e 

Ki^K scores, l>ti+ +Key were tuiT^ed ih+o +Ke screen 
^erf«K»heh-riy. 


X was ^orvha Jos+ Sj)eh<l oor rwhey oh sonie o+Ker 
garne, i)i>+ +Keh X rer*«nl)ere<J a +rick Rojrick 
+ol(i r>e al)oo+, ahd X realised we cool<i rnake +Ke 
(iollar last a lo+ loh^er. 








Me Afvl Rowley walked ou+side and wef\+ ohdemea+K 
-^^e fcoardwalk. X slip^d dollar kill up 
t)e-tweeh plahks of wood ahd wai+ed for our 
frs+ Vk+im. 


E-Veh+uaiy, a ieeha^er spotted +Ke dollar s+ickih^ 
out of +Ke toardwalk. 



VlKeh Ke weht to ^rafc It, X pulled +Kt dollar bill 
t^rou^K +Ke slat a+ +Ke last second. 



"TKc +ech<»^rs wt werch*+ +oo 

+Kou^K, ahd -tKey came after uS. Me and l^wley 
rah as fas+ as we coi/ld, ahd we <ii<lh’+ s+op uh+il 
we were j)re+ty sore we sKook -t^ose ^s~ 

Bo+ X STILL <lidh‘+ feel safe. X asked Rowley +o 
sKow rut SOT* of -tKe roves Kc learhed ih kara-te so 
we coold handle -those aoys if -they found os. 











bu+ Mr, Jetfersoh w<»s rnad, X mcdh 
Really r><»x He snij Kc <»h<l Mrs. JefArsoh 
Kd<i tech lookih^ dll over for us for +Ke ^ds+ 
Kour dh<i +Kcy were rcdcjy +o cdll +Ke |>olice +o 


'tneh Ke +ol<l us we Kdtl +o ^e+ ih +r»e cdr. Bu+ 
oh +Ke wdy +o +Ke j)drkth2 lo+, we wdlkc<i ^ds+ 
+Ke drcdde. X dskcd Mr. Jcffersoh if we could 
^Icdse KdVe dho+tvcr dollor sihcc we hcVer did ^ei 
+0 s^ehd +Kd+ ohe Ke ^dVe uS. 


Bu+ X ^t^ss +Kd+ wdSh‘+ +Ke ri^K+ +Kih3 +o 
dsk, tccdusc Kc +ook us tdck +0 +Ke cdr wi+Kou+ 





VJKcl-i we ^0+ tack +o +Ke catih, Hr. Je-f/crsoh 
sai^ p>e ahd Rowley Ka(i +o ^o s+rai^K+ +o our 
room. 'tKa+ really s-Hihk, because i+ wasn+ eVerv 
B'-OO ah<l i+ was s+ill li^Ki oti+si<Je. 

Bu+ Hr. Je-ffersoh said we Kad +o ^o +o bed ahd 
+b>a+ Ke didrv+ wah+ +o Kear a peep ov+ of us 
urv+il morvuh^. Rowley was takirv^ i+ really Kard. 
From +he way Ke was ac+ih^, X doh+ +R>\k Kes 
ever been in +rouble wi+K Kis dad be-fore. 
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'TK<»+ seened +o ge+ Rowley +o oo+ of i+. 

He wolked oroohcj ih <» drcle for al>ou+ five r»iiho+es 
rofctih^ Kis fee+ oh +Ke cornet, ohd +Keh ^o+ me 
kdck wKile X was krusKih^ my +ee+^. 



X couldh+ le+ Rowley ohe-o^ me like +Ha+, so 
wKeh Ke ^0+ ih+o ted X 30+ Kis to^^y tallooh, 
pulled tack +Ke ^iahf rutter tahd, ahd le+ i+ rip. 




X +rie<J +0 ex^laih +K<»+ +Ke r^rk oin Rowleys 
arn was iron a rofcber tahd, t>ii+ +ka+ (lidh+ 


seen +o na++er +o +ke Je/^ersohs. 


called ry ^areh+s, ahd +wo Koors la+er Pa<J 
was a+ +Ke catih +o pick rne i/p aVwl +ake r>t kone. 



pads really nad +Ka+ Ke Kad +o drive four Koors 
rovhd-+rip +o cone ^e+ ne. Bw+ Mon wasin’+ nad 
a+ all. Ske said +Ke ihciden+ fce+weeh ne ahd 
Rowley was jus+ "Korseplay" ar\d sKe was ^lad 
we were pals a^airv. 



Bo+ Pad is S+ill nad, ahd iVs fceeh really chilly 
fce+weeh uS ever sihce we ^o+ t>ack. Mons fceeh 
+ryih^ +0 ^e+ +Ke -fwo of os +o do sone+^ih^ like 
^ +0 +Ke novies io^e+ker so we cah "nake 
peace," ko+ X +Kihk ri^K+ >^ow i+s l)es+ for ne 
ahd Pad +o Jos+ s+ay ov+ of eacK o+Ker’s way. 



X PaJ’s bad rnood is Kcre +o S+ay, +Kok^K, 

and part of i+ Kas »v)+bin^ +o do wi+K nt. VJKe>^ 
X o^ched oy +oda^’s ^a^er, Kerc’s wKa+ X saw ih 
+b(e Ar+s sec+ioin — 



Las+ hi^bi Pad cane ih+o ry roon ahd +alktd +o 
me, wKicK was +Kt ■firs+ +ir« we s^oke +o eacK 
o+ker ih aboci+ +Kree days. He said ^e wah+cd +o 
rnake sure X was arouhd oh Suhday, ahd X said 
X would be. 


La+er oh X Keard bif*i +alkihg +o sorwhe oh +Ke 
pkohe, ahd Ke seered +o be ac+ih^ kihd of secre+ive. 







A^+er +Ka+ X askt<i Pa<i kc was +akih^ fnc 
ah^Kcre In ^ar+icolar oh Sohday^ ahd +Ka+ 
scepied +o make Kim really ohcom'for+afcle. He said 
ho, i)ir+ Ke woiildh’+ look me ih +Ke eye. 

\slow X khew Pad wash'+ iellih^ +Ke -lro+K, so X 
s+ar+ed +o ge+ kihd of worried- Pad was wlllih^ +o 
sKij> me off +0 a mill+ary academy t>e-fore, ahd X 
wooldh+ ^0+ ahy+Kih^ ^as+ Kim. 

X didh‘+ khow wKa+ +o do, so X +old Rodrick 
wKa+ was 3oih^ oh ahd asked Kim if Ke Kad ahy 
+Keorles al)oo+ wKa+ Pad was +o. H® +old me 
Ke’d +Klhk al)ou+ I+, ahd a li++le wKlle la+er Ke 
came +o my room ahd sKy+ +Ke door. 



Rtxirick +ol<i mt Ke 'tW)i»3K+ pad was so mad atoirl- 
■ 4 >e l^owle^ ■iKa+ Kc was ^ir\ha ^ 6 + rid of me. 



X wash’+ Sore if X Relieved Kim, Kecaose Kodrick’s 
hot always 100 % reliafcle. Bu+ Rodrick +old me if 
X didrv+ Relieve Kim X sKoold ^o cKeck 00+ Pads 
day ^tahher ahd see -for mysel-f. So X weh+ ih+o 
pads offict ahd opehed Kis calendar +0 Sohday, 
ahd Kere’s wKa+ X /oohd — 



X’rn ^re4-ty sure Rodricjc was ^ulliVv^ ry le^, 
because it looked ah awlul lot like Kis Kahdwritih^. 
But Pad s kihd of ah uh^redictable ^ly, so X 
^uess X*ll just Kave to wait uhtil Suhday to khow 
for sure. 


XKe ^ood hews is Pad didh’t sell ne or ^ive me 
away to ah or^kaha^e today. XKe bad hews is, 
after wkat Ka|>^ehed, Ke probably will. 


At about lOOO tfas morhihg. Pad said to ^t ih 
t^e car because Ke wahted to take me ihto t^e aty. 
VJKeh X asked wKat for, ke soid it was a "surprise.’ 



Oh t^e way ihto t^e aty we stopped for ^as. Pad 
Kad left a map ahd directiohs oh t^e dashboard of 
tke car, so how X khew wkere we were ^oii^- 1200 
Bayside Street. 



X+ iorw 00+ Mom Kad too^K+ os +ickc+s +o +Ke 
{)<»scl)i»ll for some s^eci<»l -fn+Ker-soh tohdih^ 
ohd Pod wos +Tyi>>3 +0 kee^ i+ « sor^rise. 








o«r^ wK<»+ +Kct+ call was all 

atoo+ +[\e o+Kcr Jay. PaJ KaJ tcch oh +Ke ^Kohc 
wi+K Grami^, ahj +Key were +alkih^ al)oo+ Swee+ie, 
ho+ nt. 

Mom ahj PaJ KaJ jeeijej +o ^iVe +Ke Jo^ +o 
Gramma, ahj PaJ (|ro^y>eJ Swee+ie o-f/ oh 
SohJay h<‘^K+. To t>e Kohes+ wi+K you, X <Joh’+ 
+Kihk ahyohe’s really ^ohha miss Kim arouhj Kere. 


Tucsoay 

X /ihall 



Me ahj PaJ KaVeh’+ +alke<i +o eacK o+Ker sihee 
+Keh, ahj X*ve beeh lookih^ ■for excuses +o s+ay 
OU+ of +Ke Kouse. X fouhj a really ^ooj ohe 
yes+er<Jay. IKtre was a commerdal oh TV for 
+Kis s+ore called +Ke Game Hu+, wKicK is wKere 
X buy all my video ^ames. 



KdVih^ d cowpe+i+ioh wKere you d+ 
your locdl s+ore, dhj if you wih you ^e+ +o 
d(JvdV\ct +0 -tKe y\d+;ov\dl ^Idyoffs. +Ke wihhet 
of THAT ^e+s d rnillioh tocks. 

IKe con^e+i+ioh d+ r\y locdl s+orc is otn Sd+orjdy. 
X’fn sort +Kert dre ^hhd te d +oh of ^tople d+ 
+Kd+ +kih^, so XVo ^hnd ^o so^tr tdHy +o r»»dk< 
sort X 36+ <» good pUct irv lif«. 


X ItdOntd +Kd+ +rick from Rodrick. ViVithtVtr Kc 
Wdh+s +0 gt+ +ickt+S +0 d cohctr+, Kt cdm^s 00+ 
+Kt nigK+ l>tfort. Xi^ f‘»c+, +Kd+s wKtrt Ke mt+ 
Kis kdhd’s ltdd sihgtr, Bill. 






Rowley rtirvtj Kis drtd cam^iVi^ all +Ke +ir>ie, so 
X k^tew Ke Kad a +ci^+. X called Rowley and +old 
Kin afcoo+ +Ke video ^ame coh+es+ and now we 
could win a million Wks. 


Bu+ Rowley was ac+in^ nervous on +Ke ^Kone. X 
+Kink Ke was s+ill worried +K<»+ X K<»d elec+rical 


superpowers or some+Kin^, and +Ke only wa^ 
^e+ Kin +0 caIn down was +o promise X wo 



+0 

;ldn + 


H-Ven af+er we were pas+ +K<»+, Rowley didn'+ 
seen con-for+atle wi+K +Ke canpoui idea. He said 
Kis non and dad tanned Kin from seeing me for 
+Ke res+ of +Kc Sumner. 


X pre-Hy nucK figured +K<*+, tu+ X K<»d a plan 
+0 ^e+ around i+. X +old Rowley +K<»+ X*d +ell 
ny paren+s X was ^oin^ up +o Kis Kouse +o spend 
+Ke ni^K+, ond Ke could +cll Kis paren+s Kc was 
^oin^ +0 Collins. 



Rowley STILL (liclr>’+ seer’i sore, so X +ol(J Kim 
X*^ trih^ Kim Kis very owh W of ^ommy Kears if 
Ke came alor»0, anj +Ka+ sold Kim. 

Sa+or<Jay 

Las+ hi^K+ we me+ a+ +Ke +o^ of +Kc Kill a+ X’OO. 
Rowley t»roo^K+ ^Kc cam^ih^ e<^oi^meh+ ah<J +Kt 

slee^in^ ba^, arvd X broo^K+ "iKc flasKli3K+ arvJ 

some cKocola+e erveray bars. 


X <lidr»+ Kave +Ke ^ommy bears ri^K+ a+ +Ka+ 
momeh+, bo+ X promised Rowley Xd boy Kif*> some 
+Ke -firsd- cKahce X 30+. 



VJKeh we ^0+ +0 +Ke Game HV+ we were +Kc ohiy 
^eo^le +Kcre, ahd X cooldr»’+ believe oor lock. 



So we ^i+cKc<i oor +eh+ ih ^0)^+ of +Ke s+ore 



+rie<l +0 CII+ ih froh+ of os. 



X fi^ore<i +l^e fccs+ way +o save oor ^lace in liine 
was +0 slee^ ih sKif+s. X even offered +o +ake 
+Ke firs+ sKif+ and le+ Rowley slee^, becaose 
+Ka+s jos+ +Ke kind of person X am. 



A-f+tr ny s^ift was oVcr X woke Rowley ^or 
Kis +i/nr\, 1)0+ Ke -fell l>Ack oslee^ imi a1)oo+ live 
seconds. So X sKook Kim awake aind +old Kim Ke 
heeded +o s+ay aler+. 


Rowley didh+ eveh ko+Ker "hyih^ +o delehd Kimsell. 



X decided i+ was +o ME +o make Sore hokodv 
^0+ ih lroh+ of oS, so X s+ayed o|) all hi^Ki. X 
was s+ar+ih^ +o K<»vc -Irookle kee^ih^ ry eyes o^eh 
aroohd *J’00 ih +Ke morhih^, ahd X <»+e ko+K of 
-iKe eher^y kars X ^cked +o keep mysell ^oih^. 

X 30+ cKocola+e all oVer my K<»hds, ahd +K<»+ ^^ve 
me ah idea. X opehed +Ke +eh+ Hap, +Keh slipped 
my Koi^ ihside ahd made 1+ crawl like a spider. 



X +Kou^K+ i+ woolcj t)c fotxfy +o make Rowley 
+Ki>\k i+ was +Ke moddy Kahd. X di<ih+ Kear ahy 
irtoises comih^ {ron ihside +Ke +eirk+, so X 
Rowley was s+ill slee^ih^. Bo+ l>e-fore X had a 
cKahce +o opei^ -ihe /la^ airvi check, my hi»>^d 30+ 
crushed +0 smi+hereens. 



X fulled my hahd ov+ of +he ■^eh+, ahd my -thumi) 
was already s+ar+ih^ +0 +um ^ur^le. 



X was really +icked off a+ Rowley, ^io+ because 
he Smashed my h^r^d wi'^h <» p>alle+, bu+ because 
he +hou^h+ +h'»+ i+ could s+o^ +he muddy har»d. 




“TKe Game wah+ed +o k)v)W wKy wc 

Kad a +eh+ ih froh+ o-f +Kc s+ore, so X +ol<l 
Kin wc were +Kere +o con^e+c ih +Kc vi(Jeo 
^ane coh+es+. Bu+ Kc <ii<lh+ eVeh khow wKa+ 
X was +alkin^ al)oo+. 


So X KaJ +0 sKow Kim +Ke ^os+er from ^Kc window 
+0 ^e+ Kim +0 s^eed. 



“TKe clerk soid +Ke s+orc w<»sh+ really se+ (or 
a video game +oomamen+ l)o+ since +Kere were 
only +WO o-f t»s, maybe we could jus+ ^lay eacK 
o+Ker in +Ke back room. 

X was a li++le irri+a+ed a+ •firs+, bv+ -tKen X realized 
all X needed +o do +o win +Kis +ot;mamen+ was +o 
bea+ ^wley. So +Ke clerk se+ us uy +o ^lay a 
dea+K ma+cK it^ Twis+ed Vlizard. X almos+ ■fel+ 
sorry for l^owley, because X’m ^re++y mucK an 
e 5 «^er+ a+ +Ka+ game. Bu+ wKen we s+ar+ed +o 
^lay, X realized my +Kumb was so messed u^ X 
couldn’+ ^ress +Kc bu++ons on +Ke con+roller. 




All I cooM do was roh aroohd i>' circles wKile 
^wlc^ sKo+ r*ie over <»hd over. 



Rowley ehded te<*+lr\^ me l 5 - 0 . "TKe clerk 
+old Rowley Ke woirv +Ke com^e+i+ioh and Kad a 
choice.* tovid el+Ker fill 00+ +Ke Y<*^e<^o''k +0 
00 +0 +Ke na+iohal +oomamen+, or l^e could 0e+ a 
0ian+ kox of cKocola+e-covered raisins. 


X'll ke+ you can 0uess w^icK one Rowley picked. 




You know, X sKouU Kave Jus+ s+uck wi+K rty 
original ^lah ahd s+aycj i>\Si<^e +Kis summer, 
because all my irouklc started tke mihute X 
ste^^ed out o-f tke Kouse. 


X kaveht seeh Rowley S(hce Ke stole tKat video 
0ame com^etitioh from me, ahd Pad KaSln’t S^okeh 
to me sirice X almost ^t kirn arrested- 



But X tkihk tkir>3S started to tunr» arouhd for 
me ahd Pad today. You rememfcer tKat article 
afcout ^ow "Li’l Cutie" was keih^ passed oh from 
tke father to Kis soh? 

VJell, tke sohs first comic came out ih tkc ^a^er 
today, ahd it looks like tKe hew "Li’l Cutie' is 
^ohha fee eveh worse tKah tKe ori^lhal. 




X sKowc<i p4<i, <»h<i |>e agreed wi+K we. 



"IVa+’s wKeh X realized are ^oi-vha te OK 

t»e-hveeh +Ke -Kvo of i/S. Me ahd Pad wi^^+ tv>+ 
a^ree oh every+Kih^, t>o+ a+ leasi we a^ree oh 
+Ke iw^or+ah+ s+off. 



X 3 *^^ ^co^lt woold S<»y +K<»+ Ka+ih^ <» cor»MC 
is <» ^re-Hy -flimsy -foondrt+ioh flor a rcU+iohsKi|>, 
toi +Kc is me ahd P<»d K<»+e LOTS of +Ke 

SArnc +Kih^s. 


Me end Ped mi^K+ no+ Keve one of +Kose close 
fl»+Ker-son rela+ionsKi^s, t>o+ +Ka+*s -fine wi+K 
me. X’ve learned +Ka+ +Kere is socK a +Kin^ as 



X realized vaca+ion was ^re'Hy mocK over w^en 
lAom -flnisKed wi-+K Ker ^Ko+o ali)om +oday. X 
fli^^ed i^roo^K i+, and +o te Kones+ wi+K yoo, X 
don’+ +Kink i+ was a Very accora+e record ofl oor 
Summer. Bu+ X 3vess +Ke person wKo +akes +^\e 
pic+ores is -tKe one wKo 3e+s +o +ell +Ke s+ory. 






Cl mo/oiooll ‘FouW^v. 
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It'> lurnmcr vacatlsn- 
<ka waathar'a jraat, and 
all tha kid* ara havinc 
fun outaide. So whara'i 
Crag Hafflay? Intlda hit 
heuta, playing vidae 
gamaa with tha ahadaa 


Crag, a aalf-confaaaad 
“Indoor paraon." ia living 
out hia ultimata aummar fantaayi no raaponalbllltiaa and no ridaa. 
But Grag’a mem haa a dif farant vlaion for an ideal aummar ... one 
packed with outdoor activitiaa and "family togatharnaaa." 

Wheaa vision will win out? Or will a now addition to tha Hofflcy 
family change everything? 

Praise for the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series— 
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal, 
and *1 New York Times bestsellers: 



^'Ganra-busting aarias... spot-on hum 
and winning formula.' 
-Publishers Weekly, starred review 


-Dtoryofo Wimpy Kid'* 

t«nt on world domination 


'One of the most successful 
children's series aver published. 
-Washington Post 
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